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ABSTRACT

My thesls ig the editing of the diary that the Virginia
historian, Charles Campbell, kept from October 4, 1861 to
April 5, 1862. Campbell lived in Petersburg, Virginia, dur-
ing the Civil War. His diary is important as a source of
information for everyday happenings in Petersburg as well as
for the news he gathered of events occurring throughout the
Confederacy and the Union.

I have confined my notes to verifying and explaining

Campbell’s references to persons and to local and national
events relating to the Civil War.
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INTRODUCTION

During the (ivil War the Virginia historian, Charles
Campbell, kept a minute, day-by~day account of Petersburg
affairs and of the news that he gathered of events occur«
ing throughmut,fﬁg Confederacy and the Union. Petersburg
wae a major rail center of the Confederacy, and troops,
prisoners of war, and supplies were constantly passing
through the e¢ity. The gosaip and speculation, both true
and false, attending the passage of men and materiel were
recorded in detall by Campbell., His diary presents a vivid
picture of the South during the Civil War and of the hopes,
thoughts and fears of the people who lived there during that
tumultuous pericd, As his diary constantly shows, Campbell

/

-

/Qaa an historian with an acute awareness of the contempor-
ary.,
7T -~ Campbell's diaries cover almost the entire period of
the Civil War. After the war he made a copy of them., The
original dlaries and three volumes of the copy have since
been lost. The remaining 8ix volumes of the copy were dos
nated to the College of wWilliam and Mary by a descendent of
Campbell and are now preserved in the Earl Gregg Swem Libravry
at the College,

My thesis 1s the editing of the (ifth diary that

Campbell kept from QOctober 4, 1861 to April 5, 1862, Campbell
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wrote the copy in the blank pages of the Catalogue of the

Library of Petersburg, Virginia, completing it in September,
1869.
Charles Campbell was born May 1, 1807, in Petersburg,

Virginia, His father, John Wilson Campbell, kept a book=
store in Petersburg. In 1813, John Campbell's History of
Virginia to 1781 was published; undoubtedly the father's
interest in history played a large part in shaping the son's
interests along that line. His mother, Mildred Moore
Campbell, was a woman of education and vitality. Evidence
of this is seen in the fact that during the 1840's she
taught in the Petersburg Classical Academy, an unusual oge
cupation for g woman of her background in antebellum daya.1

Campbell received his preparatory education in a variety
of schools. In 1823 he entered the College of New Jersey
{Princeton). Following his graduation, in 1825, he entered
Henry St. George Tucker's school of 1law in Wincheastep,
Virginia, where he trained for a profession of which he was
to make little ua&.a

In the latter part of 1829 the Virginia Constitutional
Conventlon met in Richmond. Campbell attended the sessions,
drawn to them by his interest in law and in the distinguished
Virginians who served as delegates, During his attendance
he suffered a pecullar kind of headache which was to plague
him for the rest of his 1life, finally causing him to lose
his mind,

Four years later, in 1833, Campbell accidently discover-
ed the papers of Colonel Theodorick Bland, Jr., which dealt



with the era of the American Revolution. In the
"Introduction” to his The Bland Papers, Campbell recalled

how he happened to overhesar a ecnﬁersatian in which the papers

were mentioned, 'Upon inquiring, hé found that the papers were

located at"Cawson's,” a plantation nearby. He went there,:

and~upon_in?§stigatiaﬁ, determiﬁed that it was indeed a valu-

ab1¢~manusev$pt_anllactién§a  Hewgver; doon after his dis-

covery, he left Virginia, thereby postponing further study

of the pape§a3§ar almost seveﬁ.yéa954 | ‘
Indecision; illness, dissatisfaction and lack of steady

employment were to plague Campbell for the next few years,

It was during this péridd that he began contributing to

guch Journals as’The Southern Literary Messenger and Edmund

Ruffin's The Farmer's R@giste£4 His articles covered a
. , e , L , .
wide range of topics, a fdet which indicates the extensive

interesta of the author.
In 1837 Campbell contributed one of his more important
articles to The Southern Literary Messenger, It was entitled

"The Tuckahoe County of V&rgiﬁiav" Exc@pﬁ for a few minor
errors in dating, such as “inlIGGS Captain Smith came over
and remained for three yeava,”a and "in 1502 a settlement
was effected in South Carolina by some Protestants called
Huguenots,"g the article was accurate and well written. In
the course of the article he expressed his opinion on the
value and reliability of several of the more famous Virginia
histories and historians, This was important because in
his latér writings Campbell was to rely heavily on these
same histories and historians., He thought John Smith wrote



M1ike a soldier” in that hils style was "rough, uncouth,
¢onfused; but as an authentic ‘record of facts, this quaint
work u,¢[§ég7"afuvery high‘valﬁe:V;qmﬁa%rerlw1111am Stith's -
history of Virginia, he wrote that it "reduced the chaos of
Smith to some order, and his style ..:/Was/ sufficlently .
ﬁlassiéa;;“hutiﬁot:thexl&sé*préiix and papaverous ‘on that
account, "  He felt that' Stith's history was "for the most:
part e digest of: Smith,.... ”jl g ' His only comment’ on. Robert
Beverley was that Jefferson found his history of Virginia
"much teo éaneise.anaxunsétiaracﬁaryw“;?' He wrote that
“Hening's' Statutes at Large ..../Was/ a mine of historical
materials." = According to current historical thinking,
historians and thelr work.

In 1835 Campbell went to Alabama where he ran a pri--
vate school. He married Miss Eloilge Callaway who died.
within a year leaving him with one san.;4

Campbell returned to Petersburg in 1837. His father
had by this time become a’ customs collector, and Campbell -
took & Job' in his father's customs office. Hé later married
Miss Anna Birdsall, of Fredericksburg, Virginia, who bore
him three children.l

Two years later, in September, 1839, he began corres-
pondénce with Jared Sparks, the noted Massachuseétts historian,
He wrote Sparks that he had the Bland papers in his possession
and ‘that he would like to see them published, as "they are
papers of high consequence & value ..., /and/ in my opinion
will serve to throw a considerable light on-the history of



16
this country ...." Sparks wrote back, saying that he

agreed with him and suggesting that Campbell preface The
Bland Papers with a brief sketch of Bland and that the

volume contain references to books needed to explain topics
mentioned in the_yapera.17 . Campbell followed his suggeste
ions, and after many delasys, the first volume of The Bland
Papers was published ianetershurg”inuM%g,wlﬁka, followed
three years later by the second volume.

While working on-The Bland Papers, Campbell wrote an

important article for The Southern Literary Messenger, en-
titled "The History of Virginias, Beéicgged to Mrs. M. B, C.
of 5., Charles City County, -Virginia.” This article was

essentially a plea for more attention to and study of
Virginia history. Campbell wrote that the

history of our own Commonwealth merits our pecu-

liar study. We are, however, so accustomed from

our childhood to adore the grandeur of ancient

kingdoms and republics, looming to a false mag-

nitude through the mists of time and distance,

that our own country has come to be looked upon

as rather tame and commonplace. 20
He went on to brief;y describe the geagraphyt Indians, and
general history of the 0ld Dominion, notlng that the study
of Virginia history was a comparatively untagped,field, He
eoncluded by equating the study afé?irginia;histavy with

' 1

"one of the duties of patriotism.” This article is important
particularly because it clearly demonstrates another character-
istic of Campbell - his devotion to the study of Virginia
history.

During the years, 18401843, Campbell had a brief ven-

ture as editor, owner and publisher of a Petersburg news~



papér, The American Statesman.. Evidently the venture did

. N B A . - 22
not. prove: profitable, .for he.discontinued the paper in 1843,

A year before hié”newsp&peﬁ3wéﬁﬁjdut‘nf;exiﬁtenéa;;gs;g‘
campbellfréﬁﬁrné@gtﬁ*teaehiné¢~mganingfavalasaigél achool '
i¢59étﬁvsburg;;éHé*géhﬁaetedxthéfsch9or1fﬁ?4awt§iﬁteen~yaagfl
period; ‘at the end of which he became. both teacher and admin-
1atratov in: the Anderson 3em1nary, an. 1nstib&tian established
in Petersbarg far the. éducatian,of the'poor, . He ramained
with ‘the Anderson Seminary until 18?Q‘when tgg rreg puhlia
aohcal system was established in Peﬁersburg..

. From 18&5 to 1847 campbell;waﬁ-oacupieéﬁchmefly~with .
the writing of his "Introduction to the History of the Colony
and Ancient Dominion of Virginia,” %hicb covered the period
from 1607 to 1783. In February, 1843, Campbell had written
the historian, Henry wae,‘tkat he had been.stﬁdying'the
history of Virginia for the past few months and had started
to write his own. - He felt that his work "would be quite un-
pretentious, and, although 1t might be dull, at least it
would be short."” He proposed to write a concise, popuiar
history "partly for school partly for plain people ggﬁ have
neither money time nor taste for voluminous works."

After considerable difficulty in loceting a publisher,
the work finally appeared in the 1847- issues of The

25
Southern and Western Literary Messenger. B, B. Minor, editor

of the Messenger, wrote introductory remarks praising

Campbell's work as the "most interesting, authentic and en-
thusiastic work on our history that has yet been presented
to the Public ,..." Minor also noted the extensive work that



had gone into the preparation of the "Introduction,"

writing
that "for yeargé‘[_ﬁg? has been zealously, ...., engaged in re-
searches ...." Minor's statement plus the extensive foot~
notes indicate the extent of Campbell's research and his de~
sire for accuracy., For his information, Campbell relied
heavily on the histories of John Smith, Wlilliam Stith, and

Robert Beverley, and on Hening's Statutes at Large.

Campbell was one of the first histerians to make use of
oral history, 1In the 1840's he interviewed Isaac, one of
Thomas Jeffersonts former Negro slaves, The interview was
zproduced almost verbatim in 1951 as a small book entitled
Memolrs of a Monticello Slave, As Dictated to Chariles Campbell

in the 1B40's by Isaac, One of Thomas Jefferson's Slaves, In

the same year it appeared also as an article in the Willliam

and Mary Quarterly.
In 1860 Campbell published his The History of the Colony

and Ancient Dominion of Virginia, which was an enlarged and

revised edition of his earlier "Introduction to the History
of the Colony and Ancient Dominion of Virginia."

Throughout the Civil War Campbell remained in Petersburg,
1living on the grounds of the Seminary where he continued to
teach classes. He rarely went anywhere except occaslonally
to Richmond.

The years following the war were spent in writing a

number of works, among them Some Materials to Serve for a

Brief Memoir of John Daly Burk: Author of a History of

Virginia and The Geneaclogy of the Spotswood Family in

Seotland and Virginia.




long years of suffering from painful headaches and the
overtaxing of a basically weak constitution, took their toll
when, in 1873, Campbell's mind collapsed completely. He was
sent to Western State Hospital at Staunton, Virginisa, where
he died July 11, 1876, He was buried at Blandford Church,
Petersburg.g?

Campbell's professional and personal life gave him
rather unusual gualifications as a dilarist. In the first
place, he was an historian, trained to see the importance
of the events taking place and of recording what he saw and
learned, He was intelligent and acutely aware of what was
going on around him, As an historlian and a reasonably well
read man, he was able to draw parallels between the events
of 1861 and 1862 and those of 1775 and 1776. As a loyal
supporter of the Confederate cause, he volced the hopes,
fears and philosophy of many Southerners.

There is something about Campbell's dlary which seems
rather unusual: 1t lacks a certain personal touch., This
probably came from Campbell's apparent disinterest in dis~
cuasing his family, his teaching, his health or his thoughte
on matters other than those directly related to the war,
Campbell wrote hls diary in a manner very similar to that in
which he wrote his histories., There is very little in his
diary other than a strict chronological description of the
events of the war, particularly those of military and poll-
tical lmportance. Very rarely did he diverge from this pat-
tern and then only to indulge in philosophizing about the

causes and possible outcome of the war, or to mention some



current rumoy. There are several possible reasons as to why
Campbell chose to write the dlary as he did. It may be that
even while he was writing his diaries he intended them for
eventual publication. In 1866 he wrote Hugh Blair Grisby
expressing his interest in publishing tham.es It is also
possible that he intended to use his diary as primary source
material for the second hilstory of Virginia which he hoped
to write. He wrote to Grisby, commenting that he would like
to write a second volume to his History of Virginia "bring-
ing 1t down to the close of the Confederate War.," His
diary, a detailed chronological account of the events of
the war that came t0 his attention with little of the perw
sonal minutiae usually associated with this type of Journal,

could easlly have been used asg notes for a Civil War history.

It is obvious throughout the diary that Campbell was
proud of his native state and of the role ghe was playing in

10

the Confederate struggle. He wrote, for exsmple, on PFebruary 23,

1862, that "Virginia will ‘ere long have 66,000 men in the
field - men equal to any in the Cenfaderaey.”‘

Campbell took great pride in the Confederate effort as
a whole., From his point of view, as from the point of view

of most Confederates, the war was esasentially a second

American Revolution with, as Campbell expressed it, the United

States taking the part of George III and Lord North, and

31
the Confederate states the part of the rebel colonles, Like

many of the Southerners who made up the Confederacy, he saw
his "new nation as & victory over colonialism." He saw the

Confederate struggle as being "in the tradition of anti-



imperial wgrs, of which the American Revolution was the
30
mdeltav‘"

The basic reason behind this philosophy has been ex-
pressed in William R, Taylor's analysis of South Carolina
in 1860, It can be applied with equal validity to the whole
Confederacy throughout the war:

It was clear from the very first that if the South

were to agree upon any program of collective ace

tion it would have to find more than negative rea-

sons - a hatred of the Yankee, the abolitionist «

to cover its historical nakedness, It needed an

overarching historical legend which would forge

from the anarchic temper and cumbersome institu-

tions of the South an instrument of sectional bel~

iigerence...} it needed at least the historical
sanction of a precedent, a model for its insur-

gency, Such a model was not easy to find, Con-

temporary revolutionary movements in Europe proe-

vided slender comfort for Southerners, who saw

in them the fulfillment of thelr worst fears

about the drift of the modern world and the price

exacted by progress. The American Revolution, on

the other hand, seemed to belong to the whole

Union and especially to New England, 33
As Taylor points out, however differently Southerners and
Northerners viewed thelr colonial experiences, thgg were in
baslec agreement on the meaning of the Revolution. /

From its inception, the Confederacy was never singlee
minded, Throughout its short 1life 1t was constantly plagued
with divisive forces from within. Among these forces were
the fundamental and disastrous Southern belief in the
states-rights philosophy; the Unionist sentiment of many
Southerners - Tories as the Confederates called themj the
frustrations engendered by military defeats and the ever in-
creasing hardships that are the price of any war; the petiy

personal and professional disputes between military com=

i1



manders; the political disaffection with President Davis and
the Confederate government; and the failure to supply the
public with sufficient and accurate information.

All these divisive forces were recognised and dis-
cussed by Campbell. Several ﬁ&m@g_he'mentiena the public
resentment of Governor Letcher's draft calls, resentment
that resulted mainly from fear of encroachment on personal
and states' rights. He mentions the "Tories" in North
Carolina and their disrupting influence., Campbell cautions
against the discouragement over military defeats, saying
that defeats are a part of war and that they often precede
victories. He points out repestedly the existence of rumors
and canards and the false hopes or fears they raise., He
talks of the petty feud between Generals Price and McCulloch
which led to the disastrous retreat of the former in the
early months of 1862. He cites the denunciations of the

Confederate government'sa fiscsal and conscription policies

and of Davis's progclamations of martial law which were largely

evoked by fear of encroachment on states' rights,

Campbell's diary 1is particularly useful as a source
of information about everyday life in Petersburg during
the Civil War., It gives a full and fascinating ploture of
rhe hardships faced by the civilian population. Among other
things, Campbell notes food pricee, the availablility of cers
tain necessities of life such as clothing, the effect of the
continuing war on the social atmosphere of Eetevaburg and
the peraonal hopes and fears and sorrows a} families whose
sons or fathers were killeﬁ or imprisoned. The picture of

12
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Petersburg that emerges is one of a c¢ity already suffering
the effects of war, but by no means discouraged or ready to

surrender,

I have adopted a 1liberal policy with certain textual
changes, The dates at the beginning of each entry have been
standardized. The first line of each entry has been indented
five spaces, Superior letters have been brought down to the
line of text. Proper punctuation has been added only when
needed for better understanding. FPForeign phrases have been
underlined and the more uncommon ones have been translated.
Blank spaces in the manuscript where Campbell omitted a word
have been represented in the transcription by "/Blank/." A
“(sic/" has been placed after only extremely misspelled words,
A "/T? 7" has been placed after undecipherable words. The "&"
has been typed "and;” and the "&c" has been typed "ete.” With
the exception of these textual changes, the manuscript has
been followed absclutely in spelling, capitaliization, punctua~
tion and syntax., In the course of writing his diary, Campbell
erossed out several words, phrases or entire sentences., I
have omitted these deletions from the transcription as they
are merely changes in wording and express no changes in
thought. Because of the number and length of the footnotes,
they have been placed at the end of each month, rather than
at the bottom of the page.

Several problems concerning source materials have arisen
in the course of editing the dlary. The most sericus of
these 18 the lack of certain vital newspapers, particularly



14
those published in Southern citles. In many cases only
scattered issues are available, Newspapers are important
as sources of information not only for local news, but also
for events the records of which have never been published
or are rare. A good example of this 1s the unpublished
records of the Presbyterian Syncd which met in Petershurg
in Qectober, 1861. Such newspapers as The Dally Express
surely would have carried reports of the proceedings of the
Synod, but no issues are available.

The incompleteness of the 0fficlal Records of the Union

and Confederate Navies in the War of the Rebellion and the

War of the Rebellion: & Compilation of the Official Records

of the Union and Confederate Armies poses another problem.

Neither series published all the dispatches, letters and
reports that were written during the Civil War, Very often
enclosures are not published along with the forwarding dis-
patches elther because they have not been found or have been
deemed "unimportant." In addition, the date of receipt, an
extremely important fact to know in military history, is
never given, Therefore, when recounting the events of a
battle, it is difficult to know when, if ever, a dispatch
was received and if the date of receipt affected the strategy
of the battle or the outcome of an engagement., The lack of
the papers of the men mentioned in both these series removes
the possibility of comparing the published records with the
original papers in the National Archives which might reveal

dates of receipt or what enclosures and other materials were



omitted from the published records.

I have been fortunate in being able to use the facilie
ties of the Virginias State Library, the Virginia Historical
Boclety, the Confederate Museum and Library, the Union
Theological Seminary, Richmond, the Petersburg Public Library,
the National Archives, the Duke Univeraity Library, the
New~York Historical Soclety, the Boston Public¢ Library, the
Boston Athenaeum, the American Antiquarian Society, and
Widener Library, Harvard Univeralty, as well as those of
the College of ¥William and Mary.
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OCTOBER, 1861
October 4, 1861

Diary continued, October 4th, Saturday 1861, There
1s intelligence to-day of the caepture of the transport
Steamer Fanny near Roanoke Island by Capt. Lynch (of Dead
Sea Expedition) with 3 small steamers. The Fanny had on
board 2 rifled cannon, 1,000 overcosts and other suppliles,
43 prisoners were caytured.l A report that the enemy hed
crogsed the Potomac 10,000 in number to attack the battery
at Occoquan turns out to be unfounded, The weather is very
viarm, Mrs., Davis wife of the President and Mrs, Johnston
wife of General Johnston were hurt by the upsetting of a
carriage on & declivity near Richmond, Mrs, Johnston had
her wrist broken, Mrs. Davis was brulsed; she 1s enceinte.

S
Pres. Davis had returned to Richmond, Mr, BenJamin is now
acting Secy. of War and it 1s thought will be appointed to
£111 the place. Bishop Polk,3Ad3utant General Cooperaare
also gspoken of as sultable, Some of the admirers of Govr.
w1sesare recommending himéfer the post. There is only one
Lithographer in Richmond, Besideg it 18 almost impossible
to obtain lithographlic stones or presses, or paepers for that

sort of printing.

18
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October 7, 1861
7

8& company of Alabama cavalry quartered at the Poplar
lawn it 1s said 1s going to remain here for 2 or 3 weeks,
A carpenter engaged in raising a flag gtaff on the Lawn
fell from it sbout half way up and remains insensible; his
name 1s Ryder and 1t 1s probable that he willl die from the
fall. The weather continues warm uncommonly so for this
season of the year. A passenger from Richmond reports that
500 sick soldiers arrive there to-day from Manassas; the
most of them convalescent; no new cases in the camp., The
sending asway the sick may be an indication of an approaching
battle. The delay of the Confederate armygfrom July 21st to
the present time may have been for the purpose of effectually
blockading the Potomac river., Thisg it is said has now been
efreated,lo If the Confederates crogs the Potomac, besides
the difficulty and danger of crossing a river in the face of
a formidable enemy, 1t would be necessary to divide the army
of N, taking part scross and leaving part to prevent an on-
ward movement to Richmnn&.,l1 In that case there would be a
danger of the enemy's whole army striking at a part of ours.
But should the Confederates march upon Baltimarelathere can
be no doubt but that the Federals would march & part of the
Washington army in defence of Baltimore, so that both armies
would then be divided. 1In case the Confederates should invede
Meryland how mani Marylanders would jJoin them? and how many

could find arma? | In the meanwhile the bulk of the federal



forces are kept et Washington on the defensive at enormous
expense and the Confederates are making headway by rigorous
movements in Missourl and Kentucky. In North West Virginis,
Lee, Loring and Flaydlahave combined thelr forces and are
within a2 mile of Rosecranzs camp.15 It appears a close-matched
game, It 1s probable that Lee will beat the enemy back
eventually. Gen, Jacksonlsa Georgian has repulsed Reynolds

in that region,17 A letter of Prince Napoleon says that
Beauregard's ancesators removing 150 years ago from Canada to
Larﬁiss and abJured the Protestant faith and he and his

family sre now of the Romish church, The Prince speaks very
favorably of Beasuregard and Joseph Johnston, and of the
Southern cavalry as numerous and admirable in men and horses,ls
M., Lﬂzgthis afternoon conducted me through the apartments of
hils large Tobacco factory with 1ts costly presses, water and
gas fixtures, ovens, sweating room etec., etc. He is sbout
discharging all hils hands and shutting up the factory, He
has on hand a large quantity of manufactured tobacco in boxes
and ships in hogsheads. He had $12,000 dollars worth of
tobacco captured in the Hiawatha; $8,000 dollars worth of it

degtined for Australilas.
October 8, 1861

Last night it rained very hard with high winds, To-day
the streets are muddy and the ailr much cooler, There is a
dispatch to-day giving an account of the driving the Yankees

20
from Roanoke Island or somewhere in that neighborhood,
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One of the prisoners fell dead from exhaustion., The man who
fell from the flag~staff - some 30 feet high - remsins still
insengible., This afternoon the Confederate flag was railsed
on a flag-staff about 100 feet high of hickory, The com-
panles present were the Alsbama, Cane-breke / ? 7 Legion of
cavalry without swords, the Petersburg Home Guard cavalry;
the cockade cadets and Independent Guard Capt, Platt, Capt.
P, delivered a short speech on the occasion, It was a fine
evening no dust, cool air, plenty of breeze to expend the

new flag; there was guite a crowd present but mostly females
and children, The bulk of the men of Petersburg are in the
army, There are sbout 40 patients at the Fair Grounds
Hcapital.al The Alabame cavalry company 1s ordered to leave
here tomorrow morning for Richmond, They say that the
horges had had nothing to eat for 24 hours when they reached
Petersburg. Some of the men, are said to have behaved in a
disorderly manner., There are doubtlese lewd fellows of the
baser sort in most compenies. According to the papers to-
day Fremont 1s ordered to Washington to be tried by a court
martial on charges made by Blaiv.aa Wool is to go to attend
the court martial*gg Mensfield meantime takes command at
Fortress Monroe.aa The frequent changes among the U,8, officers
argue an unstable government internal dissensions and a sink-
ing desperate condition of affairs. A Prussisan prénce with
8 queer name hag Joined the U.S, army.25 Ru&sell,e the cor-
respondent of the London Times has been fined $30 in Illinois

for shooting (probably at Prairie hens) on Sunday. Price



22

the General who has captured Mulligan's forces at Lexington
is a Virginian by birth, wes distinguished in the Mexican
War; has been in the Congress, govt. of Migsourl Major Genersl

and commander-in-chief of all the rgroes of Missouri: fought

2
bravely in the bsttle of QOak-hill, He sppears to be earry»aa
ing every thing before him in Missouri; Vires acquint lundo.

At lexington he made use of movesble breastuworks of bales of
hemp; which they pushed on before them; Gen. Price says that
they answered as good s purpose &s the cotton bales at N,
ﬁrleans;ggbut there were no breast-works of cotton bales in
the battle of N, Orleans. J. C, Ereckenridge3egas made a

speech at Knoxville Fast, Tennessee,
October 9, 1861

A cloudy drizly dey; cool enough for filre, Ryder who
fell from the flag-staff on Poplar laewn after lying insensible
from the time of the fall dled this morning. He undertook
to e¢limb the staff and when asbout 30 feet from the base cried
out "I must come down" and immediately fell - No bone was
broken., He leaves a widow who has geveral children by a for-
mer marrlage. The Fanny lately captured on coast of Nth
Carolina is a fine boat., She had on board 3 rifled cannon,
several thousand blankets, besides arms, emmunition and a
large quantity of provisions,31 The Indlana regt. encamped
on Roanoke Island was pursued by our people 22 miles and made
their escape to Fort Hatteras losing thelr camp eguipage and

about 40 prisoners. Nobody hurt on either side. The Richmond
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Dispatch has a sensible editorial) on the folly and impolicy
of calling the enemy cowards on all occasions thereby taking
away all credit from our soldlers in defeating them,33 The
truth 18 they fight well and would fight far better in a
better cause. It is seid that our people are preparing some
new kind of rockets to frighten cavalry horses and do other
demage. A letter writer in the Express says that old Wool
vas taken from Fortress Monroe on a litter - so drunk that

he knew not what was going on, Mensfield who succeeds him
temporarily 1s sald to be an excellent officer. He is of the
Engineer Corps, His "Life of Scﬁtt“saia a poor work, Nearly
one half of the Confederate regiments are said to be without
chaplainsg -~ not very creditable to the new government, The

demoralization of camp life is deplorable,
October 10, 1861

Another cloudy drizly day; it has turned warmer, The
paper this morning gave an account of a successful attack
made by the Confederates at Pensacola upon s regt, of Zouaves
encamped on St, Rosa Island: near Pensacola, The Richmond
"Whig" speaks of Gen, Price of Missouri as “"the coming man”
of the day -~ the General who comes up best to the exigency
of the times; it looks upon the General commending in Virginia
was too slow and ”mathematical."36 Beauregard has a great
reputation; but in the battle of Meanassas -~ the only one in
which he has figured he appears to have been out-generalled

and out-flanked; and the victory was gained not by any pro-
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| 37
found combination or skilful plan, but by sheer hard fighting.
Such, at the least, appeers to be the case to a superficial

observer.
Qctober 11, 1861

Mr., George E, Taylor State Agent appointed by Gov,
Letcher for collecting arms is in Petersburg on that business.
The cockade cadets have to gilve up their muskets., All the
Home Gueard companies have to give them up. The Richmond
editors have nominated an electorsl ticket.‘a It would be
better for each district to nominate its own elector and
have no ticket. This was doubtless the original intention
of the framers of the Constitution and the State ticket
system has been of very bad effect. The intentilon of the
Constitution was that the electors should vote in thelr dis-
cretion for President and Vice President but according to
the State ticket system as many deputy sheriffs would answer
the purpose as e&ll they have to do 1s to report the election
of the ticket for that settles the question as to the candi-
dates, Fuel 1s scarce and in great demand both wood and
coal., It is true that the anthracite coal of the Nerth is
now excluded; but before the War bituminous coal was carried
from Virginia to the North « probably enough to balance the
anthracite bought from the North; and a great deal of waod
was before the War shipped to the North from Virginia.3
Charcoel is now only 6 cents a bushel; before the war 1t wes

8 ¢cents,
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October 12, 1861

There 18 & dispatch telegrapﬁée to-day from Cherleston
of the departure of the Nashville Steamer from_ggarlaetan
having on board Commissioners Mason and Slidell, Capt.
Robert Pegram said to have command of the Steamer; he was
1atelzaatat1anea at the Navy-yard snd is a nstive of Peters-
burg. The Nashville 1s sald to be a very fleet boat and
well armed., Mr, We- of N.C, seys that the Lincolnites who
were surprised on Roanoke Island were looking for a place of
encampment; it was necessary to attack them on a sudden -
there was little time for preparation-; but he thinks 1t might
have been menaged better. Hatterasgs fort is a bad place for
a winter encampment; the sand blows about and drifts so as to
render tents and even huts uninhabitable, The soldiers ought
to be furnished with corn bread. They could not make corn
dumplings as they do not boil in camp. ngs will be good for
wintexr use, Small notes and shinplasters he thinks were
necessgary in the depreciated conditlon of the currency; be-
cause the small notes if redeemable in specle would have been
pregented and the specle sold at a premium. The sugar which
we get now 1s better than formerly - because the Northern
refining process abstracted much of the sacclarum /7 7. The
caps which the soldiers wear are bad for the head; they ought
to wear the flat hats. The volunteers comprise the flower of
the young men of the country; whereas regulars are gﬁually

composed of foreigners and men of the lower orders, Gen.



Jackson did not use cotton bales for breastworks; a cannon
ball would knoeck a bale out of place, I met at the depot
this evening Dr, B~ of Ann Arundel County Maryland who has
lately escaped from there and is about to join the army on
the Potomac. He thinks that Merylsnd is ready to rise against
the U, 8, government as soon ag a Confederate army crosses
the Potomse, When the Rich Mountain priaan&rsa lately pessged
through Baltimore they were escorted by a crowd of 10,000
who cheered loudly for Jeff Davis, ™Two compsanies of soldiers
passed through Petersburg to~day; the one which I saw was
small in numbers and had no guns, Mr, V- gave me plates of
the Uniforms of the Confederate army uncolored. The book
containing them 1s for sale in Richmond. The colored edlition
is to be printed in Tennessee and will not appear in less
than 6 months, 8ome of the leading Canadisn papers came out
in strong-terms sgaingt the mod government of the U, S, anﬂaﬁ

say that the Confederate States have Justice on thelr sldai‘

October 13, 1861

b7
The Synod of Virginia is to meet in Dr, Pryor's church

on Tuesday evening next, This body will have before it the
business of forming a new ecclesisstlical Constitution con--
formable to the reveclutionized condition of the country; the
Presbyterian church (of the U. S.) that was will be dissevered
and a CGeneral Asseumbly will be convoked for the Canedeggte
States, The church funds and property will be divided.
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Bishops Meade, Johng and ILay asre in FPetersburg. My, S- told

me this evening that news had arrived from New Orleans that
the floating battery there had broken the blockade, The
Merrimacgqacmewhat on the same plan may shortly try her hand
upen the blockading ships In Hampton Roads. Fort Hatlteras
appears to be to the U, 8. forces like a wolf that a men has
by the ears; he cannot hold him ggr can he let him go with 52
impunity. Heard Rev. Mr, Taylor a nephew of Gov. lMcDowell
preach on a text in Genesis Jacob said "all these things ere
agalnst ma"5§ the drift of the discourse was on misconstruing
the ways of Providence; Heard in afternoon sermon at Grace
church; did not learn the name of the preacher, Rev, Nr,

@1 mon prayed for some personsg that had lately emgarkeﬁ; it
was supposed to refer to the C. 3. commissloners ete. that
have gone from Cherleston in the Savannah; My, G- prays every
Sunday for Mr, Guthrie & member of hie congregation now a

55
prisoner in Fort Lafayette,

October 14, 186}

56
Commander Hollins of Confed, States Navy in the night of

12th Inst, with some stesmers attacking the Blockading fleet
2t the Passes in the Mlssiseippi; drove them aground snd sunk
a sloop of war - at first reported to be the Preble now said
to be the Vincennes, It is sald that the Turtle or Manassas

floating battery sunk the sloop of war with her steel prow,
5T
The Turtle's machinery was damaged by the enemy’s fire. The



Convention of the Episcopal c¢hurch of the'ggnfederate States
1s to meet at Columbis, $. C. on the 16th, It 'is reported
that a rupture has occurred betuween Ld, lyons and the U, 8,
government and that he has left Washingtan.Eg 5 ¢ent shin-
plasters have appeared. The Petersburg Cotton factories are
doing very well; the tobacco factories are cloging up, Wheat
is from 70 cts.to 1.10; Corn 60-65; Cotton 8%; shoe threand
$3, pr. lb., Ric coffee 50¢, adamantine candles U45.55,

October 15, 1861

It 1s reported that Seward has opened Id, Lyons! dis-

patches for Egglsnd and on thet account hils lordship has gone
¢
to Baltimore, The Enquirer says that the Naghville is still

at Charleston and that the Commisgioners have not sailed from
that port; but it does /not 7 say whether they have sailed
from any other port; perhaps thglrepert of the saillng of the
Nashville was a ruse de guerre, The Synod of Va. met in
Petergsburg this evening. School books are very scarce and

the prices exhorbitant.

Cctober 17, 1861

63
Warm and rainy; Col, Ransom's regt of N, C., cavalry

arrived to-day at zbout 1 otfclock; they went down town and
returned to Poplar Lawn. There they dismounted and unsaddled
on the East Side of the Lawn and lald their saddles ete. on
the ground., The horses were led to water at the Poplar Spring.

28



The officers and men that I gsaw looked rather rough, The
children report that the regt. extended from the head of
Market St, to the Bollingbrooke Hotel - about 3/kths of a
mile - 2 abrepst. Col, H- timed them and found that they
oceupied 12 minutes in passing. The army of the Potomac 1s
falling back from Feirfax to Centreville Just ag before‘ék
But 1t seemg improbable that the enemy on Bull Run. There
must be something deeper than that in the wind, J., C.
Breckenridge is aboul to enter the Confederate army.65
Blair's charges against Fremont are published; some of them
are serious, Fremont 1s backed by the ultra abolitionists
end plunderers. Lincoln seemsito be at a loss whether to
glde with him or ageinst him.66 It turns out that it was the
Preble that was sunk near New Orleans, The Turtle's
machinery was only slightly damaged by the enemy's fire; cghe
vas towed back up the river.67 The Synod of Va, has been to-
day again digcussing the Report of the Committee setting
forth thesgraunda of separsation from the Gen. Assembly of
the U, 8,

October 18, 1861

This morning at 8 o'clock saw Col. Ransom's regt, of
cavalry merch through town on their wey to Richmond. Same
offlicers in front; then the companles and last the wagons 25
in number. The uniform is gray; the horses not large; Some
of the men had no swords; part of them had carbines slung

across thelir shoulders; at the rear of each company seversal

29
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negroes, a good many horses were led; at the rear of the regt.
were 38 negroes mounted on horseback; one had a sword at his
slde; last ceme the wagons driven by white men - mostly 4
horse teams some 2 horse; the wagons contalned tents, and
camp equipage and baggege. The regt. had small flags red and
blue, It was a fine apectacle - a stresm of cavalry flowing
along, The whole line was about a mile and occupled 20
minutes in passging, The ﬁewaﬁarketégraces are going on not
withstanding the war; a purse of $5,000 is given to the
Confederate Govt, called the Confederate purse, The Synod

is stdll engaged in measures for forming a church in the
Confederate States, Among the menbers is Rev. Peyton
Harrison - who lost a son and nephew in the Battle of Manassas,
He was himself in the battle, Met with Rev, Mr. J- of
Rockbridge who has been a chaplaln in Wise's legion. There
wasg a report in Richmond yesterday of ceannon firing on York
river; supposed that a fleet was attempting to come up the
river - a hopeless undertaking as is belleved., The enemy
might attempt to land an army in Gloucester county end by
bridging the Matapony and Pamunkey march upon Richmond; but
in that cage the Confederstes would throw in a force between
the advancing army and thelr supplies on ships. In the Synod
the word "rebellion" wae discussed @ good deal and finally
thrown out of the report, <Crabb in hls Synonymes says that
"Rebellion exists properly in none but monarchical states; in

which the alleglance which men owe to thelr soverelgn requires
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te be broken with the utmost vioclence in order to be shaken
@ff‘"?e In the present case the question with Virginia was
not whether she should war in defence against the U, 8. govt.
or war under pressure of that govi. against the Southern
seceded States., One horn of the dilemma she was forced to
take, The U, 8. govt, and the state governments being two
agencies through which the people of the states exercised
their govercignty thelr sllegiance was divided, But the
Federal govt. being formed by the States the allegilance to
the State was superior to the allegiance to the Federal govt,
If the states were bound to submit in all cases to the
Federal govt, then if the Southern States had introduced negro
slavery into the free states and undertaken to establish it
there - the free states would have been obllged to submit,
The rights of secession being denled their taltding uwp arms
againgt the Federal govt, would have been rebellion and

treason, The weather is very warn,
October 19, 1861

The Syned of Virginia adjourned to-day. BRev. Dr.
Bcccck?alate of Georgetown D, €. addressed the Synod giving
an account of the trials of the family of the late Commodore
Ap Catesby Jcnes.?s They lived near Levinsville at a charming
place. The Lincolnite soldiers surrounded the house took all
the serviceable slaves about 18 except one woman who refused

to part from her mistress in such strong terms that she was



alloved to remain together with two or three old ones who
were unserviceable that was the genulne Yankee ppirit; an
officer propesed to Miss Jones that the cows 38 in number
would be left provided they should not contribute to the
benefit of the Confederate troops; the young lady in cour-
teous terms replied that if the Confederate army should come
there they should have all the benefit of the cows; the
officer answered; then we will take them away and so he did;
the farm was desolated and the dwelling house burnt; Mrs,
Jones weeping most distressed at the destruction of her hus-
band's portrait. Commodore Jones was wounded in the U, 8,
service in both arms and hardly had the use of either to his
dying day. He died & Christisn. A son an officer in the

U, 8, navy 1is believed to be confined in a prison ship: he
likewise 18 a plous man; another son was in the Confederate
army until his health falled, Mrs, Jones 1s a Presbyterilan
and distinguished for her Christian charity and hospitality.
She is now steying at BEristoe Statlion at the house of the Rev,
Mr, Balch., Dr. Bocock seld that the North was conducting the
war in s manner unparallelled for 1its atrocity and barbarity
for the last 100 Years among civilized nations, The manifests-
tions of divine favor to the South were unegqualled since the
time of Barak and Gideon and Jeythﬁh.yu The victory of Manassas
was the work not of man but God, Should there be another
battle, the North would be incomparsbly superior in numbers

and artillery and munitions, but the Confederate army would



33

not be besten; if they should not be victorious it would be
the bloodiest battle on record. Mr, B- mentioned that his
library and effects were in the power of the enemy and would
probably be confiscated. The U, 8, govt, had seized money
belonging to Mrs, Jones in Washington city and the Commodore's
pension was stopped, No news to-day, A great bsttle near
Manassas appears immenent; clvilians are excluded from the

Confederate lines.,
October 23, 1861

Two days ago there was a report of some fighting near
Newport's News, A Georgla regt., under a Gen, Mclew sald to
have been engaged with the enemy, > There were algo rumors
of a fleet being about to attack Yorktown; that there were
30,000 men at Fortress Monroe etc. But there hag been since
nothing confirmatory of these rumorsg; the 30,000 men is
manifestly a great exaggeretion. Gen. Mansfield ls said to
be in command at Fortress Monroe; but the papers mentioned
lately that he was at Hataeras.76 Wool appeears to have no
command at present.7? Yesterday evening intelligence arrived
that 4,000 of the Confederates had repulged 12,000 of the
Federals at or near Leesburg 1in Loudon County - the terminus
of the Alexandria Ioudon and Hampshire rail-road - capturing
200 prisoners and 6 cannon, The news is officially confirmed
to~day; but there are different sccounts as to the numbers

engaged, Gen. Evans 1t is said had command of the Confederates.



The papers say that 200 of the enemy were killed and 200
drowned in the Pctamac.?s A great battle 1s still thought to
be imminent, The regt. of N, €. cavalry have gone or are to
go to Manassas.acdohn C. Breckenridge, Humphrey Marshall,

and Mr, Pregton late U, S. minister to Spain are in Riehmond,
Mr, Breckenridge goes into the Confederate army. J. J,
Crittendenaixa in the Federsal camp in Kentucky; he is said

te be in his dotage. Cannon have been passing through
Petersburg lately; fixed shell passed through from Norfolk

to Richmond yesterday, 2 cer-loads, This afternoon I saw 3
42 pounders (on the train from Richmond) bound for Fort Macon

N, €, The weather iz now clear and cool.
October 24, 1861

The N, €. regt, of Cavalry have gone to the Potomae.
About 700 prisoners captured near lLeesburg have reached
Richmond, Main 8t. crowded with people looking at them,
Some of them threaten that McClellan's army will soon be in
Richmond,

October 25, 1861

The total number of prisoners captured by the Confederates
is said by the R, Enguirer to be 10,000, Those captured by
the Federsls 2,000, There are 2,000 now in Richmond, A
regt. of Georgia troops passed through Petersburg to-day
bound for Goldborough N, C, and thence probably to the Coast

34
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of Georgla, There is & great naval expedition about to make
en attack somewhere, 15,000 troops 1t 1s said have been
detached from Washington for this expedition., There are 60
vessels in Hempton Roads of which 29 are men of war including
the Webagh and Minnesota. The 4 masted Great Republic is

is there. It 1s probable that the attack may be mede in the
York river or the James and McClellan may adveance upon the
Confederate army of the Potomac at the same time‘g Mies L

N- mentioned to me that Mr, Wm, A~ of N, J. on its being
intimated to him that he would be sent to Fort lLafayette re-
marked that "it would not be a bad place for company as the
Southern gentlemen were sent there." A Northern soldier
complaining of the fatigue of a drill in which he had to run

2 miles Mr, A, sald to him: "It is a sort of exercise for
which you may find great use.”" I saw on the railroad near

the river a Georgla battery of 4 Sixpounders, 3 brass smooth
bore, one iron rifled going South., At the Pocehontas depot

a great deal of freight cotton, shingles, boxes, etc. 8

horses good looking ones said to belong to the Georgia officers,
One of the soldiers said he had been sick in & hospital in
Richmond for $ weeks and that the ladies had treated him as
kindly as his own mother and sisters could., He thought that
soldiers so treated could never be conquered. We agreed in

the opinion that the ladies were exerting themselves Iin this
war as much as the men, if not even more considering all things,

It is rumored that there was fighting yesterday near Yorktoun,
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It was told that iron for plating the Merrimac was daily going
down to Norfolk,

October 26, 1861

84
This morning heard great cheering at Jarratts; the

occasion was the pagsing of ¢ regt, through bound to N,
Carolina. The troops that passed through yesterday in the
same direction were the 3d Georgias Battalion of 7 companies
including the artillery mentioned before. Thgsbattalian
numbers 650 and is commanded by Col, Stovall, Yesterday after-
noon the 18th Georgla regt. Col, wafmrdaéalso passed through.
It is reported that the federal fleet has sailed from 014 Pt.
up the Chesapeake and as the Wabash and Minnesots are too
heavy to navigate the Potomac it is thought the fleet is
coming or about to undertake to come up York river. ILleut,
Hale recently captured at Plg Pt, a relative of Senator Hale
of N, ﬁampshire87says that the destination of the fleet is
Beaufort N. Q.gg Hale is now a prisoner in Richmond, A powder
manufactory is to be established at the lst lock above
Petersburg. The site has been purchaaedagy the Confederate
Govt. from the Upper Appomattox Company. Powder is made of
sulphur nitre {(or saltpetre) and willow charccal., It is the
golden wlllow which grows on the banks of streams, It is
probably found on Swift Creek. FPowder was made in Virginia
during the Revolutlonary War; and it was proposed to make 1t
at Petersburg. I vislited to-day the Petersburg General
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90
Hospitel at the Fair Grounds; Extensive bulldings going up.
When finished some 300 patients can be accomodated., The
pregent number of patients is 105, What is wanting is =
military guard to enforce discipline and prevent convalescents
from visiting the town to drink. There ought to be &
Confederate and a yellow flag ralsed there. Saw one Yankee
prisoner - who had his leg broken at Richmond whlle en route
on the rail-road, broken for the 3d time., He has been con-
fined for 5 weeks and cannot walk yet. He rooms alone at his
own request and 1s attended to by a mulatto servant. The
prisoner has 2 pleasing handsome face and is appsrently well-
bred and seemg fond of reading. He expects to be able to
walk on crutches in a few days. I deposited in the surgeon'’s
office some bundles of megaezines and books contributed for
the use of the soldiers there, The Surgeons are Dr. Strachan
and Dr. Stockdell; the Steward is Mr. /“blank 7.

October 27, 1861

It 1s reported to-day that Fremont has declared himself
independent and erected the standard of the ultra Abolitionists,
He is supported by the N. Y. ?ribune.gl It is sald that the
Federal fleet was gtill at 0ld Point yesterﬂay,gg Mr, G- orderly
sergeant at Craney Islandggsgent the afterncon with me, They
are erecting log-buts there. The Merrimac will be out 1n 3
weeks, &he has an apparatus for throwing hot water on the

ol
enemy, Fire ships might be sent down among the ships at 01ld
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Pt, Col, Bmith at Craney Island 1s a member of the Episcopal
church; so was Major Crutchfield. MaJ. Preston is a Pres-
byterian. The officers hold religilous meetings every night,.
All ere invited to attend, The demoralizing influences of
camp life are great. The socldiers who are professors of
religion are in trying circumstences messing with profane
men, Some yleld to the pressure, Colporteurs bring religlous
books into camp to sell; not very many are bought. Mr, G-
reads accounts of battles In newspapers to the soldlers.
The enemy lately placed buoys between 0ld Pt. and Newport's
News, Captaln lLewellan at another time took up 2, They
consisted of a bottle held down by 8 rope and weight. Hale
when captured appeared to be asleep and drunk. Several
ministers have preached st Craney Island, Messrs. Okeson,
Armstrong, Aristides, Smith, Dr. Wm, Smith of Rendolph Macon
and a Baptist preacher from Portsmouth. This evening I heard
Rev. Mr., McRae who sppears to be a Scotchman preach at 3t,
Paul's "Whence come wars among you?" A war 1s continually
waged in the heart - a struggle between good and evil, The
conscience resists every temptation to do wrong; hence a
struggle - 2 war; but it is a noliseless war; the present war
in this eountry is owing to lusts and sins; the war wasg
indeed insugurated by the U, 8, govt. - the Northern people
having grown rich and having forgotten the hand that blessed
them., On the part of the South it is indeed a righteous war;

nevertheless it is an instrument of Providence to punish them



for thelr share of the national sins; as an Instance the
youth of the South so impatient of control at home are now
subjected to the sufferings of camp life and the rigors of
camp discipline, An sble discourse, Durilng the next week
or ten days gresat events may be looked for on land and water,
Perhaps the South may suffer a great defeat; 1t may be neces-
sary to humble them, As yet Providence has evidently given
the South the victory. The South has been victorious in 8

battles out of ten,
October 28, 1861

No news to-day. The traln that carried the 18th Georgila
regt. South on Saturday was a querter of a mile long: 1,200
men. It appears that it was the Richmond that was perforated
by the Turtle below N. Orleans and sghe the Richmond was not
50 serlously damaged hut that she escaped, though there is a
report that 14 guns were thrown everboard.‘é The Petersburg
merchants propose to refuse to take Shinplasters - a good
move, I met with a soldler this evening who enquired the way
to the Falr Grounds. He ig from Lunenburg and belongs now to
Capt. Eppes's (Dinwiddie) cempany,97 He was at Rich Mountain
under ?egram,gg Had a brother mortslly wounded there -~ shot
through the thigh -~ a minnie ball - & terrible wound; he
died after suffering for 3 weeks. The young man's name is
Woodson, I f'elt very sorry for him; Mr, C- tells me that

there 1s a very remarkable old Stone Houge at Stone House
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Wharf on James river in Surry 1 igppase. The Prince George
Q9 0
cavalry Capt. Edmund Ruffin Jr., are encamped near there,

The weather is c¢lear and cold,
October 29, 1861

100 sick soldiers came over in the evening from Richmond
for the N, €, hospital here.lQESuch of them as I saw, 4did not
look, in the dusk of the evening, very sick. 60 prisoners
expected over., Saw Mr, D. from Norfolk to-day, at the R.
depot, He says that the Lincoln fleet salled this morning
for the South.lGQSG I am mistaken in my vaticinstions. The
eneny appear to think Virginla invulnerable now by a naval
force., They have not taken or destroyed a single battery in
on either of the Va, rivers as yet since the war commenced
elthough they have made relterated aftempts shewing that it
is not the means but the men that effect results., The fleet
consisted of 29 warships and one transport.lOBSaw yoggﬁ Mr,
C- of Chesterfield, He 1s stationed at Sewell's Pt. Says
that some attempts were made there lately ageinst the Lincoln
fleet by means of submarine batterles suggested by Lieut.
Maury.lgﬁThey failed, If the Merrimac had been ready she
might have done some damage among them, Mr, D. says that the
process of plating her is very slow on account of the difficulty
of bending the heavy iron to fit the side of the ship, Light
is admitted by means of holes.lcéwhe vessels sunk in the

107
Elizabeth river were sunk trsnsversely but were turned round



longitudinally by the force of the current, The Secy. of the
Navy has charge of the Navy yard and will not allow the
rifled cannon go to the army reserving them for the Navy.

The present supply of powder in the Confederacy is sufficient
and will soon be increased hy domestic manufacture of 1t.198
Rosin znd turpentine are passing through to Richmond. Perhaps
it 1s to make burning fluid, There is some talk of making
cottonseed o0il, Butter i1s 50 cents pr. 1lb. and that not very

good.,
October 30, 1861

There 1g news to-day of Jeff Thompson having beggg@ew
feated in Kentucky. His loss 47 killed and wounded, A
company of cavalry passed through a few days ago. Furloughed

soldiers return daily.
October 31, 1861

Sew thls afternoon 190 prisoners from Richmond going
South., They were captured st Manassas and Leegburg. Part
of the latter were men of Northwestern Virginia. They were
in /the7 charge of Capt. Henry and his company of Charlotte
Va,. &rayaliea fine company, The prisoners were uniformed
pretty much ag our men, Two of them were barefoot, theilr
shoes having been stolen by some of their companions in the
factory in Richmond, Hets have been furnished some that had

none. They pasged through the yard of the S, Side depot where
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the gate was shut excluding the crowd; then they merched up
Market St, and got in the carg st the head of that Street,
The Lieut. of the Guerd, Mr. Palmer sald that they the
prisoners were very obedient, Some of them were guite youth-
ful, The Commissioners Mason and Slidell gziled from
Charleston on the night of 12th of this month in & fleet
unarmed Steamer the Theodorsa, She went to the West Indies
where the commissloners salled in a British Steamer for
England,llﬁ synopsis of Beauregard's Report of the battle of
Manassas has appeared. He says that Johnston's Junction with
him was at his suggestlon; that his first plan embracing the
crossing of the Potomac and attacking Washington In rear and
front was rejected by Pres, Davis, That his, Besuregard's,
plan of attacking the enemy at Centreville was twilce frustrated,
first by the state of the roeads, Secondly by the miscarriage
of his order to BEwell 333,112Xt 1s supposed that Lincoln's
Armada 18 about to attack Wilmington N, C.leThe causges of
the present exorbitant prices of most necessariesg of life are
1st the real scercity of some of them in the Confederacy 2dly
the difficulty of transportation, 34 the depreciation of the
paper currency - silver being at a premium of 15 pr, cent in
Richmond, Met 2 Tennessean convalescents from the Fair
Grounds hospital this afternoon. They were in the bsttle of
Manassag in Elzey's brigadellﬁ one of them told me he was on
tne|£§§§£ of our army on that occasion. They gterted from

Manassas Junction et % past 12 and reached the battle ground
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before 2 -~ a distance of 6 miles; fired only one round; none

of their regiment hurt,
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NOTES FOR OCTOBER, 1861

1 .

Capt. Willlam F, Lynch was a veteran naval officer
who years earller had made a famous scientific expedition to
the Dead Sea and the Jordan River. When his native state of
Virginia seceded; he resigned from the U, 8. Navy. On
October 1, 1861, the U, S, transport, Fanny, was captured
near Qh&eamacomica or chgerhead anef ‘ﬁ“rtk Carolina, as
she was attempting to unload supplles far the 20th Indaana
Regiment stationed there. Fifty prisoners were taken. The
Fanny carrieé 2 cannon, Virgil Caprrington Jones, The Clvil
War at Sea, I (New York, /" ¢l960 7), 126-127; R, N, Scott,
Bt 8l 6333 War of the Rebelliorni; a Compilation of the
ﬁ?TT”ial Recoyﬁs'"? the Uhion and Confederate iles, ser.,
T, 1v éw%shingtan, , 1880-1901), 595-597. (hereafter cited as
00 Aﬁ *

2

Judah Philip Benjamin (1811-1884)., He was born
in the West Indies, but raised 1in South Caroclina, He attended
Yale, and became & lawyer ag well as a minor political
figure, On February 4, é €1, he became the Confederate
attorney general, On $epteMber 17, 1861, he succeeded Leroy
P. Walker as secretary of war. On March 18, 1862, with the
establishment of a permanent government, he became secretary
of gtate, continuing in that post until the close of the war,
Pierce Butler, Judah ? Benjamin (Philadelphia, 1907), 23-31,
37-63, 69-112, TEHD5E, TIT; Mark Mayo Boatner, III, The Civil
War ﬁicti&n&rz {New ?brk /“b1959'7 s 59,

3
Leonides Polk, Confederate general and Eplscopal
Bishop {1806-1864), He was ap ointed major general in the
Confederate army on June 25, 1861, William ﬂ Polk,
Leonidas Polk, Bishop and aeneral New ed., I (New York,

10157, 48, 3503853 11, 375.

4

Samuel Cooper, Confederate general (1798-1876).
He wasg the highest ranking officer in the Confederate arnmy
and was one of the few West Pointers of Northern (New Jersey)
origin who sided with the Confederacy. His administrative
experience prilor to the war proved of great use to Davis in
the organization of Confederate forces, Ezra J, Warner,
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Generals in OGray, Lives of the Confederate Generals / Baton
Rouge, cI?ﬁ;w{,“%“ ’ '

fead *

5

Henry Alexander Wise, Confederate general (1806-
1876}, He served as Virginia's governor from 1856 to 1860,
He was appointed brigadier general in the Confederate army
in 1861, serving in western Virginia, coastal defenses in
South Carolina, and in battles around Petersburg and Richmond,
Barton H. Wise, The Life of Henry A, Wise of Virginia, 1806~
1876 (New York, 1899), 9, 165-261, 282-374, 422; Boatner,
CTIvIl Wer Dictionary, 944,

6

According to August Dietz, in 1860 there were only
two lithogrephing concerns in Richmond - Hayer & Ludwig, and
Cittl & Cross. The latter firm ceased to operate after the
wWar began, August Dietz, The Postal Service of the Confeder-

ate States of America (Richmond, 1929), 129.

7
It 1s improbasble that it was an Alabama cavalry
command for the 1st Alabama Cavalry was not orgenized until
November, 1861, €, A, Evens (ed,), Confederate Military
History, VII (Atlents, Ga., 1899), oHO-ZBH, ' :

8
Popler Lawn was the main park of Petersburg where

much of the city's military, social and political history
took place., It was the muster ground of the militia, a
favorite place for public heoliday celebrations, & drilling
and camping ground for Petersburg velunteers during the
War of 1812 and the Mexican War, and the site of a hogpital
chiefly for wounded Federal soldiers during the Civil War,
Edward A. Wyatt, IV, Along Petersburg Streets (Richmond,
19&3): 52*530 v

Between the battles of First Mesnassas and of
Leesburg, a period of 3 months, there was virtually a sus-
pension of hostilitiles between the Confederate and Union
Armies of the Potomac, during which time the two governments
recruited, reorganized thelr armies, and made preparations
for the resumption of fighting, To guard approaches to
Washington from the West, Federal troops were sent to guard
the Potomac. from Washington to Harper's Ferry. The
Confederate government sent troops to hold the Potomac line
except in front of Washington and Alexandria, The proximity
af the two opposing forces inevitably led to frequent, but
minor, skirmishes, ' Evens, Confederate Military History, III,

178-179.




10

11
Richmond, the seat of the Confederate governe
ment, an important manufacturing center, and e prime military
target of the PFederals, was a strateglc point,

12
Baltimore, strateglcally located in relation to
ggsh%ngzon, was also a center of Confederate sympsthies in
aryiLang, )

13
Particularly in eastern and southern Maryland
there was a great deal of Confederate sympathy,

14
Gen. Robert E, lee, Brig, Gen. William W, Loring,
and Gen. John B. Floyd,.

15
N Union Brig., Gen, Willlam Starke Rosecrans (1810.
1898) commanded the Department of the Ohio from July 23 to
October 11, 1861, and the Department of West Virginia from
October 11, 1861, to March 11, 1862, Williem M, Lemers, The

Edge of Glory, a Blography of (eneral William 8, Rosecrans

U 5. A, (New'York, /o901 7), 3985, — ’
16

Brig, Gen. H. R, Jackson assumed command of the

Army of the Northwest on July 14, 1861, He established his

headquarters at Monterey and pushed across the Allegheny
Mountains to the Oreenbrier Rilver.

17

On July 20, 1861, Brig. Gen. Loring wes assigned
command of the Army of the Northwest with the objective belng
the Federal forces on Cheat Mountsain and near Huttonsville,
Unsatisfactory results of military maneuvers in northwestern
Virginia to rid the area of Federal domination led to QGen,
Robert E., lLee's entering the campaign, BErig. Gen, Joseph J.
Reynolds, commander of Federal forces in front of Loring,
had his stronghold at Elkswater and on Cheat Mountain, The
opposing armies were of about equal strength, but repeated
attempts by Confederates againgt the Federals falled, For
more detalled Informetion see Evans, Confederate Military
History, III, Ch, IX, o

18
Prince Napoleon, cousin of Napoleon III of France,
ceme to America in 1861, visiting both Federal and Confederate
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camps, His comments on Beauregard and Johnston are to be
found in a letter from his Alde~de-Camp, Lt.-Col. Camille
Perri-Pigeni, dated August 10, 1861, However, Prince
Napoleon spoke only of Besuregard as being of French origin
and of his parents' migrating t¢ Canada about 150 years ago.
He said nothing about "Lorriss,” Camille Ferri-Pisani,
Prince Napoleon in America, 1861: lLetters from his Alde-de-

Cemp (Bloomington, 1Ind,, 1959), 129-130,

19 ,

Robert leslle was the ouner of one of Petersburg's
many tobacco factorlies, Hils factory was later converted to
hospital use, James Scott snd Edward A, Wyatt, IV,
Petersburg's Story, a History (Petersburg, 1960), 78, 219f¢f.

20
According to the report of Brig,., Gen, Benjamin
Huger, dated October 8, 1861, and addressed to Adjt., Gen,
3. Cooper, Col. Ambrose Rangon lWright of Georgia attacked
and drove Federal troops from Roanoke Island on Qctober 4,
0. A. R., Ser, 1, I, 598; Boatner, Civil Wer Dictionary, 949.

21
West End Park in Petersburg served as the falr
grounds during antebellum years. During the Civil War the
Confederate States Hospltal was located there, Wyatt, Along
Petersburg Streets, 61, '

22

John Charles Fremont, U. S. general (1813-1880),
After gaining fame as "The Pathfinder" for his explorations
in the Rocky Mountaine, he was appointed major general in
July, 1861, and put in command of the Western Department.
He srrived in St. Iloulg, Missouri, only to find a compli-
cated military situation and an army poorly supplied with
food, arms, and egulpment, Fremont proved unable to handle
the situation, In addition, he awarded contracts carelessly,
most of them going to dighonest contrsctors. He also
alienated the Blalr famlly, one of the most influentlal
Unionist families in Missouri, He displeased Lincoln wlth
his anncuncement on August 30 which established martiel lew
in Missourl and emancipated the slaveg of those who registed
his government, After refusing t0 comply with Lincoln's
request to modify his proclamation, the President revoked
it. ZLincoln then sent Postmaster General Montgomery Blair,
his brother-in-law, Queartermester General Meigs, and David
Hunter to advise Fremont. They returned with an unfavorable
report. The defeat of Fremont at Wilson's Creek in south-~
west Missouri on September 21 only added to Fremont's un-
favorable position. The situation grew steadily worse and
on October 24, Lincoln wrote an order relieving Fremont of
his command and turning it over to Gen., Hunter., The order
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