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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this work is to make available to
historians z manuscript of historical value, Littleton
Waller Tagzewell's handwritten family history was transcribed,
as literally as a typesoript can be, proof-read at four
atages, and annotated to provide explanatory information,
verify facts, and amplify significant points.

The introductory chapter attempts to place the manu-
seript in historical perspective as an example of the gene-
alogical and hiptorical interest characteristic of its day.
It also provides biographical material on the suther,
anslyzes his approach to and method of writing history, and
discusses material from the manuscript of relevance to
researchers today.

While the scope of the historieal editing function
generally precludes value Judgements, it may be noted
that the Tazewell manuseript has proved to be a worthy
subject for the task, and one that deserves attention from
historians of Virginia and specifically the Revolutionary
and post-Revolutionary eras.



INTRODUCTION

In & gsountry that boasts of indifference to an indivie
dual’s origine, genealogical and historical menolrs
Littleton Waller Tazewell's manuseript, Sketoh of his own
family ..., written in 1823, represent an opposing strain in
American culbure, Among certain olasses, the fanil

r tree,
prefersbly with at least one royal or ducal brench, has always

whenever men

been a nmiddle clase m@zﬂmﬁmﬁ; possibly because
vise in socisl rank, they seek means of distinction from the

dan interest was especlally
on & broafer soale, it sccompanied the new cmphasis on the
writing of history, coinclding with and inspired by the rise of
American nationalism, one prerequisite of which was a national
1dentity, o clearly defined national image, Yebt only one or
pations removed from the Revolution, Americans of that
era had no anelent tradition to provide an Indestruotibls dond
of unign. They 414 have the Founding FPathers, however, and on
this foundation the first architects of nationalism, exemplified

two gene
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by George Bancroft, built monumental histories in the 1830's
and succeeding decades.

Simultaneocusly, a surge of local historical wriping dur-
ing this period reflected a reaction to the rising national-
ism and an opposing trend toward increasing competition ameng
the states. To gather, organize, and disseminate information
on the provincial past, the first state and lccal historical
and genealogical socleties and periodicals were concelved and
gntablished in these years. Similarly, a stream of state and
local histories, blographies, family mewmoirs, essays, and let-
ters characterigzed this generation's effort to preserve the memw
ories of their forefathers. In all these endeavors, the
Amwericans of the early nineteenth century demonstrated an inten-
aified historical awareness, rooted in their obligation to the
past and reapona&v;?ﬁ:;;s of the future,

Littleton Waller Tazewell exemplifies the historical cone
sciousness of this generation. As a descendant of a family
which traced ite origina in America to 1635, his interest in
the past was substantial, Moreover, his immediate progenitors
had more than their share of responsibility for the shaping of
colonial history. His maternal grandfather, Benjamin Waller,
was an eminent lawyer and Jjudge of Virginia, and, for many
yaara,'q?g of the most powerful members of the House of Bur-

o

gesses., Tagewell's father, Henry, devoted most of his adult
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iife to public service, Pirst in the House of Burgesses and
Virginia's superior courts, and then in the United States Senate,

of which he was president pro tempore, he qualified as one of

the leading Virginians of the late eighteenth century. Tazewell
himselfl served five terms in the House of Delegates and one in the
House of Representatives, after which he became aﬁ United
States Senator and governor of Virginia.

Tazewell wrote his manuscript primarily for the enlighten-
ment of his children that through it the Tazewell heritage
might be preserved for future generations. Although he never
intended 1# for’any'atheb puﬁpaeé,'sév;}al historians have
recognized its value as an historical document., Willlam Cabell

Bruce cited the memoir in his two-volume biography, John

Randolph of Roanoke (New York, 1922), and in Edmund Pendleton,
1721-1803 (2 vols., Cambridga,vggas.ﬁ‘lgﬁa), Bé&id Mays quoted
pasgages freﬁ it on Géeréa wytﬁ; and kga 3ob;;§on Affair of the
1760's. The manuscript i1s also the primary source of informa-
'cian on the career of Henry Tagzewell and the early life of its

author.,

1I,

Born on December 17, 1774, in Williamsburg, Virginia,
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Iittleton Waller Tazewell was the firsat child of Henry and
Dorothy Elizabeth (Waller) Tazewell. Following the birth of
Littleton's sister, Sophia, Mrs, Tazewell died in 1777. Be- ©
cause his father's law practice required his attention away
from home much of the time, young Tazewell went to live with
his maternal grandfather, Judge Benjamin Waller of Willliamsburg.

A frequent visitor in the Waller home was George YWythe,
whom Tazewell impressed with a precocious exhibition of classi- 7
cal knowledge. When waller died in 1785, Wythe took the
twelve~year-old boy, disconsclate over the loss of his grand-
father, into his own home and personally supervised the contin- 7
uation of his education., Tazewell studied under Wythe until
1789 when he enrolled at the College of William and Mary. He
received his Bachelor of Arts degree three years later in July,
1791, '

Although hies father, then in the United States Senate,
planned a diplomatic career for him, Tazewell was adamant in
his desire to become a lawyer, When his father finally relented,
he immediately commenced hig legal studies in the office of his
former chiléhood friend and tutor, John Wickham, a leading
Richmond attorney, and won his law license in May, 1796. With
his entire professional carcer before him, Tazewell considered
moving to western Virginia or Kentucky to set up practice, but
a¢ the urging of his father and his uncle, Benjamin C, Waller,
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also an attorney, he decided teo remaln in Wililamsburg and
share his uncle's practice. Six years later, in 1802, he
moved to Norfolk and Joined the law office of Colonel John
Nivison, An added inducement was Nivison's attractive daugh-
ter, Anne, whom Tagewell married July 15, 1802,

In the first years of the nineteenth century, Norfolk
was still recovering from the effects of the Revolution, still
struggling to redbuild its aémmercial trade, In spite of the
¢ity's rustic, provincial conditions, its bvar flourished and
Tazewell quickly established himself ag one of its ablest wem-
pers, By 1805, William Wirt, whom Tazewell persuaded to share
his law practice, described him as "at the head of the prac-
tice in this part of the state,..."t

A political career seemed & natural adjuncet to Tazewell's
swift rise in the legal prafasaian, but he canfinua&ly spurned
the opportunities proffered him., Although he served brief
terms An the state and federal legislatures, he refused repeated
election, Before moving to Norfolk he had represented James
City County in the House of Delegates from 1798 to 1800, In
the latter year he was elected to serve the remainder of John
Marshallts term in Congress, defeating the heavily favored
Federalist candidate, Colonel John Mayo, by a8 vote of ??8»#&8,2

He did not geek re~clection, however, but was returned to the

House of Delegates by the city of Norfolk for one term in 1804,
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Tazewell's reluctance 0 pursue a political career was
in payt influenced by his unerring devotion to the philosophy
of states! rights. Like his close friend, John Randolph of
Roanoke, Tazewell was &8 strict constructionist who bellieved
that the least government was the best, In the tradition of
the agrarian libveralism of the early Jeffersonian Republicansg,
he held that land was the only true property and that financlal
manipuletion encouraged dangerous aristooracy and tyramny. More
particularly, Tazewell's political thinking was shaped dy his
provincial viewpoint., He never learned--indeed, never wanted
to learn--to think in national terms; sectional interests de-
termined his political outlook and actionsa throughout his
career,

The uncompromising character of Tazewell's conservatism
caused him on more than one oecasion to shift his political
alignment in the face of changing national trends. As a
Republican, he supported Jefferson for President, and cast his
own vote for him in the House of Representatives in the elec-
tion of 1800, As President, however, Jefferson's increasing
resort to federal power led to disenchantment among the Virginia
Republicans,. In the later yeaprs of Jefferson's term, Tazewell,
Randolph, John Taylor of Caroline, John Wickham, Benjamin W,
Leigh, and others forwed a loosely-knit Jinto known as the

Tertium Quids to distinguish their brand of Republicanism from



that of Jefferson and his followers, In particular, they pro-
tested the Embargo of 1807 and the Non-intercourse Act as an
unconstitutional extension of federal power. In an effort to
prevent the perpetuation of Jefferson's policles, the Tertium
Quids backed James Monroe for President in 1808, opposing
Jefferson's chosen successor, James Madison,>

Meanwhille Tazewell, although associating with the Quids
and corresponding regularly with Virginians in the state and
federal government, eluded public office following his 1804-
1805 term in the House of Delegates., Not until 1816, when,
without his knowledge during his absence from the city, the
citizens of Norfolk elected him to the General Assembly, did
he re-enter public life and then only for a single termm. After
that, for six years he again busied himself with hie private
iaw practice,

In 1823, Tazewell was forty-nine years old and at the
height of his career, He had health, success, and a devoted
wife and family., In physical appearance, he presented an im-
posing figure; a anntﬂmp@rary, Frances Walker Gllmer, drama-
tically deacribed him at this age:

His person may be a littlie above the

ordinary height, well-proportioned, and having

the appearance of great capacity to endure fa- 1

tigue, His complexion is swarthy, his muscles

relaxed as from intense thought long continued,

His features are all finely developed, H1s eyes

are large, full, and of a dark blue color,
shaded by thick black brows a little ralsed, as
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if looking on a vast expanse of distant pwg$pe@$,
A manner f{irm, manly, dignified, and free,

Yet in that year, Tazewell anncunced his retirement from the
bar, Financlally secure and his reputation established, he
proposed to devote himeelf to his family and personal pursuits.

Hie retirement; however, was short-lived. In spite of
his aversion to political life, his sense of duty never per-
mitted him to refuse a public offiece. As he expressed it:

If I know myself, there 1is no situation

within the power of government to bestow which

I covet or desire, nor is there one which I

would not accept, if the discharge of its

duties by me was deemed necessary or useful

to my country. I have no ambitzan to gratify,

although I have dutles to fulfill,”
Thus, he willingly quit his retirement to accept appointment
to the United States Senate in 1824, ecoincidentally £illing
the unexpired term of the late John Taylor of Caroline, the
same man whom his father had replaced in the Senate in 1794,

In the Senate, Tazewell soon established his reputation
as a strict constructionist, a proponent of statest rights,
and an able representative of tidewater Virginia interests.
Despite his hostllity to President Adams and his opposition
to many administration policies, his work on the Foreign
Relations Committee, of which he served as chairman from 1828
to 1832, his speeches on the Bankruptey Bill, and his forceful

arguments on other issues, won him the regpect of his col-

leagues as an independent who bowed to no superior power,
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éaaewell was unanimously re-elected to a full second term
in 1829. During the first session of that Congress, the 22nd,

he was elected president pro tempore of the Senate, but de-

clined to serve on the grounds of poor health, At the end of
the session, he was again elected to the position and acted in
that capacity until he left the Semate in 1832.°

In October of 1829, he was also elected a delegate to
the Virginia Constitutional Convention, 1829-1830. In the
sharp clash of Ainterests that developed between the democratic
reformers of the west and the conservative east in the conven-
tion, Tazewell stood with the latter. While he personally re-
frained from becoming embroiled in controversiles and took
little part in debates, his presence and influence undoubtedly
contributed to the ocutcome. The reformers largely failed to
carry out their sweeping demands for changes in Virginila's
political system, and the east retained control of the
gavernment.7

Returning to the Senate and Jackson's adminlstration in
1829, Tazewell had to contend with & changing political out-
look, Originally, he had been friendly tarsackson*s presidency.
Jackson did, in fact, offer him two important government posts—-
a cabinet office as Secretary of War, and an appointment as
minister to Great Britain--but Tazewell declined both. Some

contemporaries later insinuated that he really wanted to be
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sgoratawy_nf State and would accept nothing less; Tazewell hime
sell pleaded the iamposition of time on his family and his lack

of experience for eithav-pan&t&an‘a Another factor, however,

was his growing doubts of Jackson's politics, geared as they
were to the demands of & burgeoning nationalism, Jackson's
promise to deliver democracy te all the people and the methods
by which he proposed to do it, clashed gharply with Tazewell's
narrow view of the role of the federal govermment. By 1831,
he had reversed his copinion of the President; in an uncommon
resort to petty backbiting, he wrote to Virginia Governor John
Floyd that “Jackson was incompetent, and that his cabinet was
more so than he."9

The real breach with Jackson occurred after Tazewell left
the Senate., He resigned his seat on October 22, 1832, again
with fhe excuse that pressing family matters interfered with
the proper conduct of his office, but his disgust with the
trend of the national government undoubtedly prompted his de-~
clision. His departure coincided with the political uproar
gaused by South Carelina's nullification deoctrine, and Tazewell,
though then & private citizen, took a public stand on the cone
troversial isasue. The doctrine posed a ticklish conflict of
political principles for states! righters such as Tazewell
who consistently tried to reconcille the priority of state in-

terests with the federal theory of union, Like his close
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friend, Senator John Tyler, he somewhat ambiguously resolved

the confliet by upholding the right of secession but denying

the right of nullification if the state remained in the union,®
At the same time, Tazewell condemned Jackson's threat

in the Proclamation of 1832 to use force against nullificatien,

In a series of articles for the Norfolk and Portsmouth Herald,

December 28, 1B32-January 30, 1833, later raprinted in the

Richmond Enguirer, he caustically assalled the theory of

federaliam outlined in the Proelamation. In the final instali-
ment, he hurled a pointed barb at the President:
I utterly disclaim the autherity of this

self-pufficient personage, the President, to

denounce me and all others, from his throne,

as stupid foola or cowardly knaves, because we

do not concur in his new political dogmas, but

dare to think for ourselves,ili
The artieles, afterwards published in book form, presented,
in one historian's estimation, "the elassic expression of the
doctrines of the Virginia State Rights school as opposed to
Jacksonian nationalism," 2

Tazewell's animosity for Jackson was further increased
by the <dippute over the removal of the deposits from the Bank
of the United States in Ootober 1833. Like the majority of
Virginians, he flatly opposed the action., Basically he denied
the legality of the Bank ¢harter as an unconstitutional exten-
sion of federal powey, but the gquestion at hand was the way
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and Benjamin W. Leigh to vote for a resolution in the United
States Senate to expunge a former resolution censuring Jackson
for removal of the Bank deposits. To expunge meant literally
to destroy the page of the Senate Jjournal, whereas the Consti-
tution explicitly provided for the keeping of Congressional
records. On this semantic point, states' righters argued the
unconstitutionality of the expunging resoluticn, and Tazewell
refused to transmit the instructions to the Senators on this
ground.l5 By this time, however, public sentiment had swung
back to Jackson, and the Governor was burned in effigy in many
parts of the state for his unpopular stand. In his usual man-
ner, he reacted to the situation by washing his hands of the
affair--he resigned on March 30, 1836, without explanation.l6

So ended the political career of Littleton Waller
Tazewell~-~as abruptly as 1t was spasmodically pursued., Gulded
by the states' righters' one inflexlble standard of politieal
action, the strict interpretation of the Constitution, Tazewell
followed an independent course notable for its flexibility of
party labels. He began as a Jeffersonian Republican, but
Joined the Quids in rejectlon of Jefferson's centralizing
policlies. Later, as a Democrat unalterably opposed to the
federalism of John Q, Adams, he supported Jackson until Jack~
son's conception of popular democracy repelled him.

Had Tazewell continued in politics, he undoubtedly would
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in which the Bank should be dlssclved, Tazewell was not alone
in favoring a due process death simply by not renewing the
bank's charter in 1&3?; for, despite the common goal, many
viewed Jackson's method as yet another example of his indis-
eriminant use of presidential power, In Virginia, the legis~
lature passed a resolution censuring Jackson, and all over the
state meetings were held to protest the removal. Tazewell

presided at one in Norfolk,13
In the midst of the furor, Virginia had to elect a new

governor to replace John Floyd. In January 1834, John Tyler
wrote to Franois W, Gilmer that "the present digtracted con-
dition of the countyry” demanded "a Governor of the highest
intellect in Virginia," and he knew of "no one so eminently
qualified as Littleton Waller Tagewell." ¥ more to the point,
Tazewell was a well known Jackson critie, and anti-Jacksonism
Was the prevailing mood of the state, Consequently, Tazewell
begame governor on January 17, 1834, and the Jackson faction
lost control of the Assembly in the general election.

As governor, Tazewell was not pemitied the luxury of a
synmpathetic leglslature for long. The next year, Jackson
Democrats regained control of the Assembly and proceeded to
harass the administraticn., A showdown was forced over the
state's time~honored tradition of Senatorial instruetion. On
February 11, 1836, the legislature voted to instruct John Tyler
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have become a Whig as d4id the sajority of his fellow states’
righters whe composed the Southern faction of the ¥hig coali-
tion, Instead, he preferred the anonymity of private life.
Following his resignation as governor, he retumed to Norfolk
to spend the remaining twenty-four years of his life in semi-
retirement, occasionally taking eages that partisularly inter-
ested him or giving legal opinlons when requested, Otherwise,
he enjoyed the privacy he had repeatedly sought throughout

his asctive years. Until his death May 6, 1860, he was accorded
the title of Nerfolk's leading citlzen, an undemanding role
that no doubt sulted hiwm par&autlyix?

In retrospect, Tazewell's life presents an enigma. En-
dowed with all the quslities assoolated with politieal suc~
cess, the Virginian consistently refused to explolt the oppor-
tunities presented him, Had he been s¢ inclined, he could
have conecelvably rivaled Randolph, Tyler, or any of his con-
temporaries for a lasting place in history. But while others
actively vied for power and position at all levels of govern-
ment, he ostensibly lacked such demands of egotlism and coveted
no publie acclaim, A superficial analysis might indicate that
he simply lacked ambitlon, but, considering his political orien~
tation and backe-ground, 1t would be an unfair indietment., An
extreme individualist, Tazewell could not brook the intellectual

compromises so often expedient Lo political sucgens, Moreover,
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he found it Qifficult to reconclle the rewards of public office
with the indiscriminate democratic processes that circum-
seribed the office«secker and the political Jockeying and
intrigue involved in repeated election. One biographer has
suggested that Tazewell was a displaced Englishman: "In a
non-glective body, like the House of Lords, freed from the ime
portunity of constituents, he would have left an impress on
the times in which he 11?&&.”13
Of the impression he made on his contemporaries, howe
ever, there can be no doubt., To an extravagant degree, they
heaped praises on him, stressing hls intellectual powers and
his unsurpassed skill at the bar in particular, In the twenty-
fourth number of The Old Bachelor, VWilliam Wirt euloglzed hinm

in the gﬂise of the character siﬁnay.zg John Randolph
calied him "second to no man that ever breathed,®2° and
described him as only one of two men {the other, Franels W,
Gilmer) that "Virginia had bred since the Revelution, who had
real ¢laims to learning; the rest are all shallow pruﬁan@ern*‘..“gl
A dominant theme in contemporary estimates of Tazewell
was his inexplicable fallure to realize his full potential
and win the public recognition he deserved, Francis ¥,
Gilmar axpraaaed this attitude when he wrote:
That such & man should be pent up in the
nooks & morasses of Norfolk! In England he

would have stood with Mansfield, Hardwicke,
and Thurlow; in Virginiza he will be forgotten
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in twenty years after hisg death. Reflections
iike these have long ago cured me of whatever
vanity I had, and made me regret the leas that 22
I was not endowed with his stupendous faculties,

In his Orators, Gilmer again reflected on

Tagewell's lot as Virginia's forgotten man:

There is something absolutely painful in
reflecting on the destiny of this extraordinary
man, Endowed with the best and most various
gifts I ever knew concur in any individual; pos-
sessing a vast fund of information, and inde-
fatigable in whatever he undertakes; he has a
thousand times exhibited talents equal to any
occasion, and is stlll unknown to the world,
and, until lately, was almost unhearg of be-
yond the limits of his native State. 3

Tagewell must have been aware of such opinlons, but,
1 8o, he took little heed of them, Writing to Randolph in
1826, he neatly summarized the provineial, almost condescend-
uing obvde that governed his life:
I live but for my {riends, for Virginia,
and for my famlly~-While these remain satisfied
with me, I am perfectiy indifferent to all the

rest of the Vorld, withgghiah I have shaken
hands with long since--<

I1I.

When Tazewell announced his retirement from the bar in
1823, he proposed to devote his leisure time o his family and
to private projeets too long postponed in the grush of active
xxi



public life, One of the latter was a family history he had
long intended to compile, Twelve years before, in 1811, the
secd of the ides had been sown in an inguiry from Thomas

Moran, a Pellow resident of Norfolk, Moran had told him that
& friend in Newport, Rhode Island, had received & yequest from
another Mr. Tazewell, an Englishman whom he had met in the

East Indies, Being the last of his famlily in England and con=-
cerned that the name would become extinet, the English Tazewell
asked his friend from Newport to learn if an Asmerican branch
existed,

When this third-hand inquiry reached L. W. Tazewell, he
resolved to answer it at once, But procrastination and the
loss of the Newport man's address prevented him, His falilure
long troubled him; it was in his words, "an act of cruelty
and injustice, of which when I think, I scarcely believe I
was ever capable of committing, and now censure and deplore
more than I will ever state,"=>

wWhile to this extent the farily history was a product
of a gullty conscience, it nonetheless was born primarily of
Tazewell's own interest in his ancestry. He addressed the
manusoript to his children that they might be aware of their
unique heritage as Tagewélls, and thus insure that it would
not be lost to succeeding @enémtionﬁ. No one elee, he felt,
was better qualified to undertake this task, for he regarded
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himselfl as
«s+Yhe connecting link that was to bind

the past to the future, as the medium through

which alone the memory of what had begn could

be communicated to what was to be.... S
As a ¢hild growing up in his grandfather Waller's house, he
had heard the stories and anecdotes of his maternal ancestors
passed down from generation to generation. Later, he leamed
the Tazewell history from his paternal grandmother, Mary
Tagewell Panning.

In composing the manusoript, however, Tazewell dld not
rely on second-hand knowledge alone., With an awareness of
historical method, he consulted primary and secondary works
to gorroborate and supplement his stock of family lore, By
chance he stumbled onto an important source of information on
the earliest branch of his family in America. wWhile on 3 busie
ness trip to the Eastern Shore of Virginia, he examined the
Northampton County Court records, and found many entries
relating to the Littletona,

To recreate the times in which his ancestors lived,
Tazewell turned to printed sources, Most lmportant was W. W,

Hening's recently published Statutes at ¢. Among the law

compilations and histories which he drew upon from his own exten-
sive legal 1ibrary,®’ were Abiel Holmes's Amerdcan Annals,

Henry Beobell's Ordinances, Bryan Edwards's History of
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the British Colonies in the West Indies, and Ebenezer
Hazaxrd's Histordcal Collections. Reviewing the controversy

surrounding the Commonwealth period in colonial Virginla,
Tazewell c¢ited the Interpretations found in Burk's History of
Virginia, Beverley's History and Present State of Virginia,
Rovertson's History of Americs, Chalmers's Political Annals,

Marshall's Life of Washington, and Jefferson's Notes on the

State of Virginia, To document his information on eighteenth-
eentury Virginia, he relied principally on Burk, Hening, and
Wirt's Life snd Character of Patrick Heary,®

Pazewell composed his family history with little pre-

tension. His legal training influenced his approach, and the
narrative flows logleally rm one subject to the next, As

a lawyer acoustomed to citing precedent, argument, and con-
clusion, he left few literary loopholes for the reader to
question. His organization was simple and divect. Begloning
with Nathaniel Littleton, who immigrated to Virginia in 1635,
he gave a blographical sketeh of each of the important members
of following generations. The Littleton branch was joined
with the Tazewell 1ine in 1721 when William Tazewell, who came
to America in 1715, married Sophia Harmanson, whose mother was
8 Littleton., Tazewell ended the manuscript abruptly at the
point of his own admission to the bar, preferring to leave
the judgment of his career to his descendanta,
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Tagewell's prose style is reminiscent of his time«-
formal, refined, with clause piled upon clause and a prefer-
ence for a nicely turned phrase rather than a precise ad-
Jective, Yet, he never resorted to the florid eulogiles
that characterized some genealogical products of the nineteenth
century. On the whole, his atyle ia clear and easily read-
able, if not spellbinding.

The tone of the memolr lIs another matter. Although
far from being merely a family fan magazine, 1ts laudatory
attitude is undeniable. 2But for an sge when every suspect
ancestor was relegated to the family ecloset, Tazewell's bias
is not excespive. Omitting the less commendable features of
his story, if indeed he knew any, he emphasized the more ad-
mirable, For example, in the account of his own youth, he
stressed his acedemle precocity, while ignoring more boylsh
explolits such &8s a horseback ride up the steps of the Raleligh
Tavern in Williamsburg--surely not a praiseworthy feat for
grandechildren to emnl;vezgg But of course, Tagewell's purpose
was not to write a family exaeso‘; rather, he was consciously
recording a history of which future Tazewell generations
could be proud.

Tazewell did not intend the manuseript to be exhaus-
tive in the manner of modern genealogical studies, Yet he
combined his phenoménal memory, his first-hand knowledge of
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contemporary generations, and his familisrity with published
works to produce an amazingly accurate account. In only a

few negligible instances is he contradicted dy sources sub-
sequently uncovered. WUhere his information ocannot be verified,
his proven reliability and closeness to the events he described

warrant confidence in his own asuthority.

The characteristic that sets Tazewell's manuscript
apart from other genealogical memoirs is its historical
orientation. Throughout the atumy; he interjected inter-
pretations of Virginla history. Tazewell, the genealogist,
provided the framework for the manuscript, dbut Tazewell, the
historian, gave 1t form and meaning. In so doing, he encom-
passed material that is of interest to historians today.

Since his earllest ancestors in Virginia, the Littletons,
held positions in the colony's government, Tagewell described
several local offices of which our Imowledge is still incom-
plete, For example, Nathanlel Littleton served as a commander
on the Eastern Shore. During the early years of the colony,
commanders were appointed for every division of land--i.e., %

hundreds, necks, plantations, precincts, At first they
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apparently served a strictly military function, the respon-
s8ibility for the defense of the scattered settlements, As
the colony grew, they gradually acquired civil and judicial
responsibilities. Commanders not only conserved the peace and
executed the orders @f_the governor, but also enforced the
tobacco laws and attempted to superintend church attendanca.3q
As a commander, lLittleton alsc served as the chief
magistrate of the county court, County courts (or monthly
courts as they were called until about 1643) were first in-
troduced in Virginia in 1618 and were held sporsdically
throughout the colony during the next sixteen years, In
1634, with the establishment of the shire system, standardized
courts were provided for each of the eight counties createﬁ.Bl
In conducting the county court, the commander was
assisted by about eight commissioners who also acted indivi-
dually as local magistrates in their own neighborhoods. From
its inception, the commissioner's office was modeled on its
English counterpart, the justice of the peace, ana'afﬂev
about 1661 the Virginia justices were known by the English
name. The commissioners' chief responsibility was the admine-
istration of local goverrment, which, in addition to their
general charge to maintain the peace, included multiple ad-
ninistrative and Judicial duties, Levying and disbursing
local taxes, admitting wills to probate, appointing guardians
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for orphans, constructing and maintaining roads, bridges and
public bulldings, licensing taverns, ete., fell within the
jurisdiction of the early commissioners,32

Tazewell also referred to the office of county sheriff,
a position comparable in importance to the county commissioners.
In the early seventeenth century, the Governor appointed the
shepriffs from a list of candidates prepared by the commise
sioners. Then it gradually became customary to select the
sheriff from the county court bench itself, and in 1661, the
practice became law by act of Assembly. Thereafter, the one-
year term as sheriff was rotated among the jJustices,

As the chief police and finaneial officer of the oounty,
the sheriff colleocted the publiec levy, which gradually was
extended to include all government, aﬁa occasionally even
church, assessments. He also served warrants and subpoenas;
assumed responsibility for the apprehension and custody of
eriminalas and supervisgsed local elections for the House of
Burgesses. While the office entailled multiple, time-consuming
duties, the remuneration in the form of fees and collection
percentages usually made the effort worthwhile.3

The office of county clerk Tazewell described in his
account of William Tazewell, the first of his paternal family
to immigrate to America. S8ince little is known about the
relationship of this offiee to that of the Secretary of the
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colony, his comments on this sublect are especially valuable.
Traditionally the Secretary appointed the county clerks from
a stock of apprentices who trained without emolument in his
office. Because of the lucrativeness of the clerkships and
the prestige associated with them, the spprenticeships were
highly prized and generally went to sons of the leading
families, Tazewell believed that this method, by insuring
uniform training, provided the best means of filling the of~
fice, When the Secretary's office was abollshed during the
Revolution, the apprenticeship system was discontinued, and
the General Court was given the right of appointment. Conse~
quently, men were often appointed with little regard for
thelr qualifications or previocus experience, and the office
began to decline in efficlency and stature. Taszewell lamented
this trend, commenting that "the public records now begin to
exhibit almost as many forms as there are Clerks,"3%

Tazewell also disapproved of the changes in Virginia's
court system which occurred during and after the Revolution.
Previously the legal life of Virginia had revolved around the
sessions of the General and Chancery Courts, first in Williams
burg, and then in Richmond. There young lawyers could od-
serve the mamner of the older judges and attorneys and improve
their own professional talents accordingly. The system was
undermined in 1788 when the Judiciary was reorganized and
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distriet Courts of Appeals replaced the 0ld superior courts,
Sinee the bar no longer assembled at regular intervals, the
influence of the Judges and elder practitioners was diffused
in the various district courts. This Tazewell was gonvinced,
eventually would lower the caliber of Judges by destroying the
sourve of competent Judicial candidates, as well as diminish
the standards of the whole legal profession., "Judges,” he
maintained, "must soon become worse lawyers than those at the
bapr, and the time must come when if the judicial system of
the countyy be not altered, 1t will become the trueliest
curse Virginia will have to degxaw-»”%

Tazewell cobviously relished the opportunity to interject
his opinions on historical subjlects, In his exposition of the
Commonwealth period in Virginia, 1642-1660, for instance, he
devobed eighteen pages to show that Virginia was the last of
the English colonies to renounce alleglance to the monarchy
and the first to acknowledge Charles Il's restoration to the
throne. The colony, he argued, merely scquiesced to the exe
pediency of accepting Parliament's authority while harboring
royalist sympathies and providing a haven for Cevalier expa-
triates. He was particularly interested because he felt
that previous historians had misinterpreted the period and he
wanted to clarify the record before the true account was lost
to future generations,



Tazewell's interpretation of the Commonwealth era illus.
trates the development in nineteenth-century virginia of the
Cavalier tradition. Virginia had the cholce of two recurring
strains from her past: the demooratic ideal in the rise of
the pepresentative Assembly, and the aristoecratic, inherent
in her English background. A factor in the decision for
aristocracy was perhaps a desire to repudiate the New
England immge~-patriotiec, Ademmmc, free-~the comparison
to which was becoming increasingly an indictment of tChe Ante-
pellum ﬁﬁuﬁh‘% At any rate, Tazewell ignored the democratic
ramifications of the Commonwealth period, when, intentlionally
or not, the parilamentary regime had left Virginia largely to
her own political devices, The colony used the opportunity
to increase her autonomy and never entirely relinquished it
afterward,

Similarly, Tazewell ignored the democratic overtones in
Revolutionary Virginia, While he narrated the events leading
up to the break with Oreat Britaln, he omitted any mention
of the Declaration of Rights and the Virginia Revolution for
Dudependence, After s cursory reference to the national
Declaration of Independence, Tazewell tersely summarized:
"Thus terminated forever the political comnexion bebtween
Great-Britain and this her most aneient and formerly most
loyal colony. u37



Tagewell attributed the expedience of independence, in
Vivginis at least, to the shortsightedness of the English
leadership and to Lord Dunmore's indiscretion in particular.
Were it not for these factors, the ultimate issue of indepen-
dence would never have been confronted:

« o independence was slmost forced upon

& people, who began the struggle with feelings

as loyal as subjects ever had, and were driven

by wicked misrule to assert as rights, what

they would then have been much better pleased

gg»:g:gm::g§§?:0§§§g§fg§ indulgent kindneas

That Tazewell was firat a Virginian and considered
national alleglance secondary to state, and even sectional,
loyalties was clear in his analysis of the ratification of
the Constitution, Having accurately summarized the contem-
porary arguments of the Federalists and Antifederalists, he
concluded that objections to the proposed constitution involved
two basic questions: (1) Would a national, consolidated
government infringe upon and eventually destroy the rights
of the states? and (2) Could a federal system successfully
govern an extended country such as the United States promised
- to become? The firat reflected the states' rights philosophy
of the day, but interestingly enough, the second is strikingly
similar to the most recent interpretation of the Antifederal-
1&%#.39
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Writing thirty some years after the adoption of the
Constitution, Tazewell observed that these lasues were still
not satisfactorily resolved, and, indeed, had been intensified
by inoreasing sectional econflict, PFor this reason, he charsac~
terized the federal system as an "unfinished experiment." The
basic problems remained-~"whether any government effectual to
preserve the union of the ststes, must not be too strong for
the libverties of the people,” and whether "extent of terri-
tory is inconsistent with the duration of repudlican govern-
ment,"

Tazewell clearly realized the impllcations of his
skeptical attitude. aa,aariy a8 1797, when he was just be-
ginning his professional career, he already had refleoted on
the posaibilities of disunion, Writing to his father about
the slection of President Adams, he speculated on the politi-
cal outlook:

»+.the Southern statee are the footstool

of their / the North's/ grandeur, & dally furmish

them the instruments which one day or other will

be the means of our distruction. ...Do you

seriously believe that sugh a disunion would be

an event injurious to the Southern Interests?

« s Jiake your country less extensive...this and

this alone, ggn produce a duratiorn of Repub~

licanism,....

This kind of ressoning, so radicaily slanted by sectional
rivalry, characterized Tazewell's political philosophy and

actiona throughout his life. On the eve of his death in 1860,
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he saw such thinking reach 1ts ultimate conclusion--secession,
In addition to the manuseript's political commentary,
Tazewell's description of his educational experiences also
degerves attention. For three years, from 1766 to 1789, he
studied under George Wythe, as did many other leading Vir-
gintang, notadbly Thomas Jefferson. Uythe conducted his classes
in the library of his Williamsburg home on Palace Green (now
restored by Colonial Williameburg and open to the public) and
utilized his extensive collection of works on every subject
to instruct his pupilis. Selecting at random a Greek or latin
history, he would ask the student to transiate a passage at
sight; 1f the boy faltered, it was understood he would recite
1t perfectly at the next session. Wythe often crossed dis-
ciplines to achleve a dual purpose, as, for example, teaching
mathematlics from Prench textbooks, To stimulate his studenta'
selentific interest, he employed "visual ailds™: once, Tazewell
related, he "lmported a very complete Elsctrical machine to-
gether with a very fine Alr Pump, and sundry other parts of
a philoscphical apyarazua.“#a
When Wythe moved to Richmond in 1789, Tazewell, then
fifteen years old, enrclled at the College of Willfam and
Mary and for the next three years boarded in the home of the
preaident, Bishop James Madison., Most noteworthy 1s his ace
count; of the scholaptic gauntlet reguired of all casndidates
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for the Bachelor of Arts degree. When a student felt suf-
flciently prepared to undertake the rigorous gourse, regarvdless
of the length §£‘ time he had attended the college, he applled
to the president for permission to proceed, Individual examina-
tion by each professor was the second step, followed by a com-
prehensive oral examination sonducted by the convened faculty.
Having successfully passed these teats, the candidate prepared
a thesis and, when 1t was approved, delivered 1t orally at the
graduastion convocation, Tagzewell's vivid deseription of the
oprdeal explains why so few students at William and Mary in the
eighteenth century ever took a degree, Tazewell, in fact,

was among the last to earn one in this manner; sometime after-
ward, the method was abolished and the number of years attended
and standard examinations became the criterila for graduation.

V.

Prom the same motives that led him to eschew politiesal
office, Tazewell had reservations about writing for pudblication.
Once, in response to John Randolph of Roanoke's request to
print some of his legal opinions, he wrote:

I never did, and bvelleve I never sghall
appear, even anonymously before the publie,

XEXV



as s writer upon any subject; but when I do,

I should like to exhibit myself in an attire

Which I am very often seen by my feisnds--3
Since Tagzewell never intended the family history for publie
perusal, it is without proper respect for Tasewell's wishes
that I have transeribed and edited 1t., Nevertheless, he should
feel no false modesty a% such public exhibition, While he in-
tended his writing solely for a private audience, his pride
and self-esteem, evidenced in all phases of his life, dictated
his attitude toward the project. Observing the preocepts of
good literary style, he cared enough to write a cohesive
memoir--not the standard genealogical fare, but a well-
organized, documented, and significant family history. As a
result, he greatly simplified the editor's task,

In transcribing the manuscript, I have used s microfilm
copy, owned by Colonial Willlamsburg, of the original in the
Virginia State lLibdbrary. The 150 paaaalin Tazewell's round,
precise handwriting comprise a small, 6" x 8" leatherbound
volume, In addition to the original, two manuscript coples
exist. One, presumably, was made by Tazewell's daughter, Mrs,
Anne Tazewell Bradford, sometime after his death. In the
manner of the later nineteenth century, Mrs. Bradford copy-
edited the memolr, revising portions and inserting new informs
tion. A% the end she added a8 brief sketch of her father's
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career and gencalogical notes on his children; these few pages
appear as appendices to thia transcription, Mrs. Bradford's
copy, handwritten in a large leatherbound account book, 1is
owned by the College of William and Mary. The second copy was
made in 1894 by Mrs, Bradford's eldest son, Littleton Waller
Tazewall,ak and is among the Tazewell Family Papers, along
with the original, in the Virginia State Library. Apparently,
the second L. W, Tazewell copled his version from his mother's
manuseript, for aithough there are slight variations between
the two, they both vary significantly from the original.

The following transeript is as exact as a typescript
can be, Tazewell's punctuation is retalned throughout be-
cause of its significance to his neaning--as, for example,
the coplous dashes which Tazewell often used instead of
periods to connote thought sequences. For legibility, all
raised letters are silently lowered, but abbreviations, since
they are all easily understood, are not expanded, Although
Tazewell was not always consistent, his capitalizsation 1s not
altered. Slips of the pen are denoted by /sic/, In
the few instances where an obvious word was omitted, it is
supplied in brackets; words unintentionally repeated, like
"the, the," are silently corrected. Brackets are used through-
out to indicate all editorial insertions. For the convenlence

of the reader, the original page numbers of the manuscript are
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set off by slashes--e.g., /p.15/ -~ where they fall in the
transeription.

Tazewell's footnote form-~letters in parentheses, in
series of a«b, a~db-t~d, a-b-g~d-e~f, ete,, with cltations at
the bottom of the pages--is reproduced as precisely as possidble,
In the transoription, I have placed them at the bottom of the
pages on which the references occur, Tazewell d1d not give
complete bibliographical information in his footnotes; there-
fore, in the first citation of a source, I have expanded the
reference in brackets to confomm with modern style, Later cita-
tions to the same work are unchanged. All footnotes have been
checked against the scurces, and questionable oy misleading
references are clarified by bracketed inmertions, My editorial
notes are distinguished from Tazewell!s by arabic numerals,
Numbevred consecutively by chapters, they appear at the end of
| the manuseript.

Tazewell's quoted material has also been checked for ac-
curacy and econtext. While he oecasionally took minor libverties--
e.g., Juxtaposing words and phrases-~he never altered the
author's basic meaning, and I have not corrected his version,
Similarly, the genesloglcal data has been documented Ly pub-
lished sources whenever possible, A family tree compiled in
1958 by a Tazewell descendant, Edmund Bradford of Norfolk,
Virginia, was an invaluable aid in verifying and expanding
Tazewell's information,
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Sketches of his own family,
written by
Littleton Waller Tazewell
for the use of his children

Norfolk., Virginia, 1823,



My deap cmaren?

/p.43/ Many years since (in 1811) Mr, Thomas Moran® of this
place called to see me--He had Chen recently retumed home
from & summer's excursion into the Eastern States--During this
visit he stated to me, that while at Newport in Rhode Island,
he had there become acquainted accidentally with s gentleman,
who had shortly before returned from India-~Soon after their
acguaintance commenced, this gentleman learning he was from
Virginlia, inquired of him, if he knew any of the Tazewell
famlily in this State; and upon his replying that he was well
acquainted with me, and that I was his m@m, the gentle-
man thus explained to him the motive of his inquiry. While
he was in the East-Indies, he had met there an old gentle-
men, holding some place of distinction in the aservice of the
English East-India Company, who leaming he was from the
United States, had asked of him, 1f he knew any person in that
Country of the name of Tazewell, He repllied that he was not
acquainted with any such himself; but he well knew there was
a family of that name in America, for he had seen the name
subscribed to several Acts of Congress then in his possession,
as that of the President of the Senate of the United States,
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The inquirer expressed much solicitude to see this, and called
on him the next day for that purpose, when he had exhibiﬁedia
volume of the Laws of the United States, subscribed as he had
represented, by Henry Tazewell, as 9ranidant of their Senate,
The ¢ld gentleman manifested much satisfaction at this, /p.iii/
immedlately invited him to dine, and ever afterwards whilé he
remained in India had shewn him much attention, hospitality,

and kindness, for which he felt very grateful,

During their intercourse, this old gentleman (whose name was
Tazewell) had told him that he had long bzlieved he was the

only person of his name then in existence. His family he said
had once been numerous, but that it had lost all its male
branches except himself; and that he being then an old man and
a batchelor, his name he had supposed would soon beaome extincet.
That reflexion upon this eircumstance had brought $o his recolk
leotion a family tradition,; he had often heard while a boy

uin England, of some younger branch of the family having migrated
to Amerlca, before he was borm. And that hoping to obtain

some intelligence of this branch, he had for many years made

it a point to seek out all the Americans he could find, and to
make the same inquirieg of them, he had propounded to him uhan‘
they first met, Until this meeting however he could never learn
any thing and the book he had seen, gave him the first certain

information he had received, that any other person of his
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name yet lived.

The o0ld gentleman closed this- account of himself, with
an eammest request to his guest, that upon hils return to Amer-
wrlca, he would make every necessary inquiry he could; to as-
certain whether the person whose name he had seen, derived his
lineage from English ancestors, and who those ancestors were.
And that he would communicate to him %tne result of these in-
quiries as speedily as possible. /p.iv/ Mr. Moran's friend
added, that since his return to the United States, he had been
informed, that Henry Tazewell the former President of the Senate
had resided in Virginia, and was dead, but whether he had left
descendants or not, he had not been able to learn; and that he
had so informed Mr., Tazewell. He then inquired of Mr, Moran, £f
he ¢ould give him any further information upon this subject;
who having told him, that he knew very well I was the only son
of Henry Tazewell, he requested, that Mr. Moran upon his return
to Virginlia would be so good as to communicate to me this nar-
rative, and to beg of me to write to him, giving such an account
of my family as I thought proper, to the end he might transmit
it to his East-Indlan friend, as some testimonlal that he
still bore in grateful recollection the numerous acts of kind-
ness he had received., And to enable me to comply with this
request he sent me his address.

When I first received this communication, I resolved to
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comply with 1ts request, bdut being then muech occupled, I post-
poned it for so long a time that i1t escaped my memory--Before
I thought of it again, the war between Qreat Britain and the
United States had taken place, At the commencement of this
war (in 1812) my papers were all very hastily removed from my
office, during my absence from hamg;a and the derangement re-
sulting from this removal, the address of Mr, Moran's Newport
acquaintance was lost, and I have never since been able to
learn 1t.

No circumstance has ever given me more regret, than my
omission to render a prompt reply to this polite request.
The kind and /p.v/ disinterested motives of him who made it
claimed such a compliance at my hands, And every diletate of
benevolence and philanthropy required, that I should contri-
bute so little as was asked of me, to satlafy the anxious
solicitude of the forlorn old man, who was prompted to beg
this slight favor certainly by no idle ourio. . The mere hope
of getting some intelligence of & relstive to him long lost,
induced him to strive to obtain the good will of a perfect
stréngar, by acts of kindness and hospitality; and to un-
bosom o this stranger the secret yearnings of his heart, and
the wishes springing from 1ts inmost recess. Whilst I altho’
conscious of this, and at the time really sympathlzing very
sincerely with this isclated being, ecould yet £ind some
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apology, satisfactory to myself, for delaying until it could not
be made, a communication which would most probvably have removed
much of his anxiety, by removing all his doubts. Not to have
made 1t, was an act of cruelty and injustice, of which when I
think, I secarcely believe I was ever capable of cnmmiusihg,
and now ¢ensure and deplore more than I wlll state,

Before I was apprized of the loss of the address of the
gentlieman who wished to have some account of my family, I had
begun to make some memorands concerning my ancestors, partly
from memory, and partly from documents then in my possession.
Having spent some labour in making the necessary researches
to obtaln these, even after I knew that the object for which
this information was at first collected, could not most prob-
ably ever be satisfled, I felt no disposition to desist from
further investigation, What I had learned, merely inspired
the /p.vi/ ardent wish to learn more, and accident afterwards
gave me an opportunity of 3rauifyiﬂg this wish to a much
greater extent than I had ever expected,

In the year 1820, business carried me $0 Northampton
Court House on the Eastern shore of Virginia. Being aeaazna&\
there by bad weather after the business I had to do was dis-~
patched; I sought to pass away thie idle time as agreably as
I could, in examining the ancient records of that County, kept

in the Clerk's office, congiuous to the Court-house. This



was a practice in which I have long been in the habit of in-
dulging myself, whenever I have an opportunity, and from its
indulgence I had often derived much amusement, and not a
little curious information.

I fcoiind the old record books of Northampton in a state
of much better preservation, and furnishing the history of a
much more early perlod, than I had expected. And while I was
amusing myself by perusing many of the ancient documents and
curious narratives I there found, I accidentally met with names
long familiar to my ear, as those of my early forefathers.
Much gratified at this discovery, I immedliately made extracts
of all such matters as I then thought useful. Upon my return
home, when I compared these extracts with the memoranda I had
already made, and with the o0ld statutes and histories of Vir-
ginla, I found the most perfect concordance in every thing;
and was astonished to see, that I had then collected a mass of
materials, which would enable me to trace back my family his-
tory for nearly two centuries, and almost to the very first
settlement of this Country. /p.vil/
I then first formed the resolution of preparing this work, so
soon as my leisure would permlit me, This resolution ltself
gave me much satisfactlon, enabling me to enjoy by antli¢lpatlion
the pleasure you my dear children would probably feel, while

perusing this manuscript account of your famlly, prepared by
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the proper hand of your father. I soon became impatient for
the leisure I required to c¢omplete my purpose, and refiexion
each day augmented my wish to commence the task,
I "a lively desire of knowing anéd of recording our ane

cestors, is the result of the influence of some gommon feel-

ing in the minds of man,” &8 Gibhon the eloguent historian has
sald,” and as I velieve, you too my children will one day feel
this wish., Most probably before that time arrives, I shall be
no more, for s strange fatality seems to have attended .emx*
family. With a single exoeption the father has always diled
during the minovrity of his children; and none of our forefathers
have ever enjoyed the benefit of a parents countenance and

- adviece when they arrived at manhood, 3Should I too share this
‘fate, (and but few of our sncestors have reached my years) howe
ever strong may be your inclination to look baok upon your
progenitors, and "to live in the persons of your forefathers,">
without this assistance your desire could never be gratified.

Ho lsbour, no industry, no research, which any of you eould
employ, would yield to you the traditional knowledge I possess)
and it would be singular indeed Af any similar accident should
ever dlmclose to you, the sources of information which accident
first open'd to me. Bubt even should such chance again cocour,

to you it would /p.viii/ probably yield little advantage, Time
ere long must mutilate and obliterate mueh of the ancient records



9.

I have seen, What time may spare you would find written in a
text no longer used, and which few besides myself even now can
decypher. To yau-hcwevar it will seem but a cellectlion of
hierogiyphics, And were you able to overcome all these daifficul«
ties, wanting the key tradition has furnished me, the facts you
might discover would exhibit but a mere puzzle, whose parts you
eould never properiy connect or rightly arrange. Even my mem-
oranda should they be preserved (as is not probable) would as-
sist you but little., These are written on separate scraps of
paper, often sc hastlily and loosely as to be illegible by any
other thgn myself, and have been prepared sometimes under clrocum-
stances and for purposes I no longer remember. To separate
those really useful from others apparentliy not so, would be &
difficult task; to arrange and connect them impossible to any
other than myself. I feel it therefore a duty I owe you, to
relieve you from the labour of all such vain attempts, and to
set before you in better order every thing in relation to our
family which I have coliected,

I came into life precisely at that pericd, when the hab-
its the wmanners and the opinions of Virginia were beginning
to manifest that great change, which was at once the cause and
the effect of the poiitical Revolution that forever sever'd
this colony from its parent Country, and gave 1t a name as an

independent State. The events of my early life placed me in
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a situation to learn by most lively deseription, much of what
had before occurred, and is even now buried in general obli-
vion; to test /p.ix/ the acouracy of these deseriptions by
my own experience; and to witneas the astonishing changes that
have siuce taken place, changes which posterity will wm&y
be disposed to oredit. IS¢ clircumstanced I have often been dis-
posed to regard myself as the connecting link that was to bind
the past to the future, as the medium through which alone the
memory of what had been could be communicabed to what was to be,
8o far at least as my own Lfamlly was concerned, Of my fitness
to do so, and of the sources from whence much of what you will
“here f£ind recorded has been drawn, you will be better Judges
when I tell you, that having lost my mother while I was yet of
very tender years, I was immediately taken into the house of
her father, /Benjamin Waller/ with whom I continued to reside
until his decease. He was & very old man, who having lost
his wife, and baving lived to see all his children grown up
and established, then passed his days in retirement. In this
retirement I was his only companion, and upon me all his re-
maining affections were fixed. He loved mve very tenderly,
better I believe than he had ever done any of his cown children,
and in my 1ittle heart he held the place of the only parent it
had then lmown,

Of my excellent grandfather I shall have occasion here-
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after to speak more at large; at present 1t will be sufficlent
to say, he had lived long, and by his situation had necessare-
1ly been made acquainted with most of those who had resided in
Virginia, and with all its events worthy of note in his time,
He had known well all my ancestors who lived during that period,
and often very often indeed would he employ his idle hours in
amusing me with anecdotes and descriptions of /p.x/ them,

After the death of my maternal grandfather I went te live
with my father, in whose house his mother then resided, She
too was an old woman, a perfeot chronicle of the times gone by,
From her I obtalned more information of my family. 7This X was
enabled to connect by the aseistance of the more methodical
narratives of my grandfather, It filled up many minute gaps
in his statements, and made my stoek almost complete.

It 48 very probable I think, that the gratification I
received Prom listening st sc esgrly a period of my life, to the
tales and vivid descriptions of these old people, czused that
disposition I have ever slnce felt, to delve infto the ancient
records of the Country and to search for the historles of its
earliest events. My profession too made this in some measure
necegsary, and furmnished the most ample opportunity of satis-
fying my thirst for that sort of knowledge, by affording me
easy access to most of our oldest archives, What tradition

firat gave me orsily I have often had occasion since to com-
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pare with what I then found recorded in written documents,
And enjoying the blessing of a very retentive memory, I have
thus been often enabled to detect ervors and inaccuracies
that were not believed to exist, and to trace and connect
events by means which $o others have appeared wonderful and
extraordinary.

Such my dear children are the causes and motives that
rirst induced me to undertake this little work I am now about
to commence, and such the means I possess to enable me faith-
fully to complete 1t. Altho! 1% has cost me /p.xi/ some
trouble Yo oollect the materials from which it is principally
formed, yet I have derived much gratification while engaged
in completing 1¢t, It is designed solely for your use, and
will not probably during my life ever meet any other eye than
my own. Should its perusal hereafter give any of you pleasure,
I shall be amply rvewarded for all the labour I shall bestow
upon 1t.,

Norfolk., Virginia, n
Iitet: W, Tazewell,
Aug,. 22, 1823,



The first of my family who came to this Country, of whoum

I have been able to obtain any certain account, wag
1. Nathaniel Littleton.

He wWas by birth an Englishman, His family I bellieve was of
Shropshire, and resided neax Ia;dlaw in that County, for I per-
ceive by the will of Mrs. Ann Littleton his widow, (a copy of
which I have) that in the event of their children dying with-
out isaue, the estate 18 devised over "to James Littleton of
Shropshire, near ”Iadlok"‘wm whence I infer, that this de~
visee must have been a very near connexion of the family, which
therefore probably emigrated from that same neighbourhood, when
they first came to Virginia,

In the "Proaemium” or preface prefixed by Sir Edward
Coke to hie "Commentary upon Littleton™, he gives a drief ac-
count of the life and family of Thomas de Littleton, the author
of the "Treatiss on Tenures", which is the text of the Commen-
tary that forms the "First part” of Lord Cokes "Institutes".’
By this account I find, that Thomas de Littleton the third and
youngest son of the author above mentioned, marrded "Anne,
daughter and heir of John méwanx esquire, vwhose posterity in
Shropshire c¢ontinue prosperously to this day” .2 I think 1t

13.
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highly probable therefore that Nathaniel Littleton was a de-
scendant of this stock., This however is nothing but conjecture,
founded merely upon the similtude z;}g? of names, and upon the
fact that Nathanlel Littleton came from the same County /p.2/
of Shropshire, where Sir Edward Coke states the posterity of
Thomas de Littleton continued to live prosperously in his day.
This was in 1628, about which time Nathanilel Littleton must
have migrated from thgnce.x(e)g

Several circumstances I colleet from the will of Mrs. Ann
Littleton, incline me to believe, that Nathaniel Littleton
married her in England before they removed hither., And from the
name of their second and youngest son, (which name seems to have
been preserved in the family long afterwards) I presume her
maiden name was $authy.& This too is little else than surmise,
as every thing of the kind (in this Country at least) must be,
after the lapse of so great a length of time, Whatever might
ke her name however, the will of Mrs, Littleton plainly proves
her to have been a woman of exemplary plety and pwddenee, and
the provisions it contains relative to her minor children, shew
that she yaaaeasud’a strong understanding, very well cultivated

for the age in which she lived; that by her own efforts she had

%(e) The first edition of Cokes Commentary upon Littleton
containing this "proaemium" was pudlished in 1628--See
Charles Butler's preface to the 13th edition (folio) dated
Novi 4, 1787.
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amassed a large estate after the decease of her husband,
and oecupled the highest rank in the soeiety where she mevaa.5

Nathaniel Littleton must have come to Virginia, very soon
after its rirst permsanent settlement by the English, for in the
ancient recorde of the County of Northampton (where he seems to
have settled himaelf) I find the following entry. "At a Court
houlden at Aech&amack(a) this Sth day of September 1636, At
this Court these names underwriten were chosen for /p.3/ the
choyge of a Sheriff, to be presented to the Governor and Coun-

cll at the next guarter Court, Mr. Nathanlel thsé&tan,(b) Mx.

{(a) The whole peninsula now known as the Eastern shore of
Virginia, formed originally but 2 single County, camlled in the
ancient records of the County Acchawmack, and sometimes
Acchomack, but variously apelt in the old Statutes of the
Country, as Accowmacke, Acoawmacke, Accewmack, Accomack, The
name of this County was changed in 1642/3 to Northampton, and
it was afterwards divided in 1663 into two countles, as 1t
now is. The Southern extremity of the peninsula retalined at
the division the name of Northampton, and the Northern part
was then again called Accomack., The ancient records of both
the present Counties, remain in the County of Northampton,
that being the oldest of the two,

See /William Waller/ Hening's Statutes at large.
a Collection of all the Laws of V nia. - (Richmond,
9. 154, 224, 249, and Vol:

» Vol: 1, pages 139.
Q. page 597.

{b) The name is thus spell in the earliest entries in these
ancient records, but the orthography is afterwards corrected,
and the deeds and all the other instruments signed by
Nathaniel Littleton himself, as well as those signed by Ann
Littleton his widow, and his two sons Edward and Southy (of
which there are many) shew that the proper mode of spelling
the name is Littleton and not Littelton.




16,

John Weale, Mr. Edward Drewe, Mr. Alexander Mo
William Roper, and Mr, Henry Wilson", And of the persons 8o

A3 my} Mu

presented, Mr, Littleton sppears to have been selegted by the
Governor and Counecil, and to have afterwards qualifled and acted
as Shepiff. This was prodbably the first sppointment of a Sherifl
for this County: for no mention /p.4#/ 1s made of such an
ﬂffi&e’r in any of our anclent records or statutes until the year
18336, when the Colony was fivst divided into eight shires or
awnﬁ&as {or which Accawmaok was one) and it was directed
that Sheriffs should be slected for each shire "as in England,
to have the same power as timm’*fa) The nature and importance
of this office at that time prove, that Mr., Littleton must have
been well known and much respected, or he would not have been
8o selested and appointed, Most probably therefore he had re-
sided in Acchawmaok some time previously to this election; and
if 80, he must have m one amongst the earliest settlers,

In 1637 I find by the same records, that Mr. Littleton

acted as one of the Commissioners of the County, for it

there appears, that "At a Court houlden at Aschomack the 1?
day of May 1637, (there were) Present, Mr., John Howe Commander,
Hr. Nathaniel Littelton, Mr, William Stonne, My, Willlam
Burdett, Mr. Williasm Andréws, and Mr. William Roper'. Mr.

(a) Bee Hening's Statutes at large, Vol: 1. page 228 .
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Littleton is frequently mentioned afterwards as one of the
Commissioners, and seems to have continued to ast in this
office as long a8 he lived, The Office of Comuissioner at
that time corresponded very nearly with that of our present

Justices of the pam,{b)

but in those days when the number
wap much less, the /p.5/ dutlies more important, and the power
grester than at present, they were much more select in filling
it than they now are,

In 1646 Mr, Littleton appears to have been appointed
Commander of the County,{¢) first with the military rank of
Captain, and then with that of Colonsl, for the same records
atate, that "At a County Court houlden for Rartmptan(d) County

{b) The form of the Commission granted to the Commissioners

of Counties is given in Heninge 3Statutes at large Vol: 1. page
132, and the oath presceribed for them to take will be found In
the same volume page 169. From these the nature and character
of the office may be easily understood,

{(¢) The form of the Commission granted to the Commanders of
Counties 18 given in Henings Statutes at large. Vol: 1. page
131, and their powers and duties in the various acts referred
to in the Index to that Volume under the head of "Commanders
of Plantations", This office it would seem from thence confer'd
both civil and military powers upon its occupant, He presided
in the County Court as one of the Justices of the "quorum”,

and fulfilled all the duties of a County Lieutenant in England,
with even larger military suthority, In short the Coumander of
a plantation or of a County was the highest officer in it, beth
civil and military,

(4) The name of the County of Achommack wae changed to that of
Northampton in 1642/3, and during the same pession of Assembly,
County Courts were frirst estadblished by that name,

Sees Henings Statutes at large. Vol: 1, pages 249, 273.

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































